
Committee of Convocation 

Minutes of Meeting 
held on Wednesday, 19 February 2014, in the Jim Potter Conference Room, 

Old Physics, University of Melbourne, commencing at 5.30 p.m. 
 

1. Welcome 

The retiring President, Gary Israel, took the chair at 5.40 p.m., opened the meeting and commenced 
proceedings. 

2. Guest Speaker 

There was no guest speaker on this occasion. 

3. Attendance 

Members Present: 

Gary Israel (President), John Scott (Secretary), David Bellair, Leslie Boston, Cecily Close, David Ford, 
John Harcourt, Irene Jablonka, Ros McMillan, John Nelson, Barbara Perry (Minute-taker), 
Beverley-Anne Rodan, Laurence Simpson, Noel Whiting. 

Apologies: 

Anne Ada, Clare Cummins, Ian Rechtman, Peter Ross, Jenny Stillman. 

4. Election Results 

An e-mail election had been held to fill the office-bearer positions for the coming two years. The Returning 
Officer, Cecily Close, announced the following results. 

President - Ros McMillan; 
Deputy President - Ian Rechtman; 
Secretary -John Scott; 
Treasurer - John Nelson. 

The announcement of the election results having been made, Gary Israel vacated the chair in favour of the 
new President, Ros McMillan. (At the conclusion of the meeting there was a unanimous vote of thanks to 
Garry Israel for his Presidency.) 

The following appointments were confirmed. 

Dinners Coordinator – Ian Rechtman (in conjunction with Ros McMillan for November meeting); 
Speakers and Tours Coordinator – Irene Jablonka. 

5. Confirmation of Minutes 

The Minutes of the preceding meeting, held on 20 November 2013 and previously circulated, were accepted 
with the addition, at Item 9e, that Irene Jablonka had attended a workshop on 3-D Printing, sponsored by the 
University. 
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6. Membership 

Discussion was held in relation to the status of members who had not attended meetings in recent months, 
and had not resigned from the Committee (i.e. Eric Bell-Chambers, Jocleyn Chiew, Andrew McElhinney and 
Michael Symons). It was agreed that the incoming President should write individually to these people, advising 
them that unless they indicated otherwise (within three weeks), it would be assumed that they had no desire 
to continue as members. 

As this would mean that there is no representation of the Faculty of Architecture, the President will write to 
Peter Hirst, a former member who represented the Architecture Faculty, seeking his interest in re-joining the 
Committee. 

7. Report of the President 

Gary Israel gave the President’s report as the Immediate Past President. 

The Committee of Convocation has not been successful in obtaining the requested $200 grant from the 
Advancement Office. It was decided to write a longer and more detailed submission for the next round. 

There was a reminder to members that e-mail discussions between members should go only to current 
members of the Committee. Third parties should not be included. On the other hand, Notices of Meetings and 
Minutes are on the website, so there is no restriction on the circulation of these documents. 

8. Alumni Council Activities 

There was no report on the Alumni Council as no member was present. 

9. Financial Report 

The bank balance stood at $397.80. 

It was agreed that the name of the new Treasurer, John Nelson, shall be added to the list of signatories to the 
Committee of Convocation account at the Bendigo Bank. 

10. Faculties and School Reports 

a) Faculty and School Outside Representation 

Laurence Simpson circulated a paper expressing his concern that there is no outside representation on 
Faculty and School committees. Discussion followed. 

It was decided to wait for expected communication, from Professor Geoff McColl, Chair of the Faculty 
of the MDHS Education Committee, to Laurence Simpson who could then report on the advice received. 

b) Statement by Commonwealth Minister for Education 

There was discussion about a review of teacher training recently announced by the Commonwealth 
Minister for Education. It was decided to get a full statement for all members to read, and this 
discussion will be continued at the next meeting. 

c) Percy Grainger Museum 

Barbara Perry reported on an event she had attended, during December last year, to mark the 75th 
Anniversary of the opening of the Percy Grainger Museum. A book, entitled “Hoardings”, has been 
published to mark this occasion, and it was launched by Professor Gerard Vaughan. The book contains 
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40 short essays, all written by experts in their fields, highlighting items in the Grainger Collection. One 
of the contributors is our President, Ros McMillan. 

d) Friends of the Baillieu Library 

Gary Israel reported on an event, organised by Friends of the Baillieu Library, involving a visit to the new 
library at Saint Mary’s College. He made particular mention of the extensive collection of Gaelic 
literature held by the library. 

e) School of Historical and Philosophical Studies 

Cecily Close reported on a fine presentation, given at a recent meeting of the Fellows of the School of 
Historical and Philosophical Studies, by the winner of the 2013 Fellows’ Prize. This is awarded each year 
to the writer of the best essay or thesis written by a post-graduate student. 

11. Key Matters for Consideration 

a) Commemoration of the life of Dr Valda McRae 

An eighteenth century book on French voyages of exploration has been purchased by the Baillieu 
Library, in memory of Valda McRae, a former member of the Committee of Convocation. Some 
members of the Committee have already contributed to this purchase. Others could send their 
donations via the Treasurer, preferably by direct deposit to the Bendigo Bank account: 
BSB Number 633-000, Account Number 141509497. 

Several members of the Committee attended the funeral service held, during January, for Valda McRae. 
The Committee was also well-represented at the event, in her honour, organized by the Chemistry 
Department at University House and held shortly afterwards. 

b) Report on Meeting with Dean of MDHS 

This meeting with Dr.Laurence Simpson has not yet taken place. 

c) Website 

It was decided that a back-up person with access is needed as a support to John Harcourt. David Bellair 
will undertake this. 

d) Actions up-date 

All on-going. 

12. Other Business 

a) Pre-meeting tours and speakers 

Irene Jablonka has this in hand. 

b) Meeting arrangements in November 

The usual room has been booked for November. We will decide later in the year where to hold the end-
of-year dinner. 

13. Next Meeting 

Wednesday, 19 March 2014 at 5.30 pm. 

14. Close 

The meeting closed at 7.20 pm. 
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Committee of Convocation 

Minutes of Meeting 
held on Wednesday, 19 March 2014, in the Jim Potter Conference Room, 

Old Physics, University of Melbourne, commencing at 5.30 p.m. 
 

1. Welcome 

The President, Ros McMillan, took the chair, opened the meeting and commenced proceedings. 

2. Guest Speaker 

The advertised speaker, Mr. Charles O'Leary, of the Murrup Barak Melbourne Institute of Indigenous 
Development, was unable to come to the meeting, but Ms. Ellen Day, who came in his place, gave a very 
interesting talk on the work of this body, which promotes indigenous projects and has seen a growth in the 
number of academics concerned with such projects, and in the number of indigenous students completing 
courses at the University. 

3. Attendance 

Members Present: 

Ros McMillan (President), John Scott (Secretary), Anne Ada, David Bellair, Leslie Boston, Cecily Close (Minute-
taker), David Ford, John Harcourt, Gary Israel, Irene Jablonka, John Nelson, Barbara Perry, Ian Rechtman, 
Beverley-Anne Rodan, Laurence Simpson. 

Apologies: 

Clare Cummins, Peter Ross, Jenny Stillman, Noel Whiting. 

4. Confirmation of Minutes 

The minutes of the previous meeting, held on 19 March 2014, were confirmed on the motion of Gary Israel, 
seconded by John Scott. 

5. Membership 

The President advised that she had written to the four members who have neither attended nor apologized for 
non-attendance over the past year. As none has replied, it was agreed that they all should be dropped from 
the membership list. 

6. Report of the President 

The President had nothing additional to report. 

7. Alumni Council Activities 

There was no report on the Alumni Council as no member was present. 

It was suggested that Dr. Ros Otzen, past-president of the Alumni Council, be invited to talk on its work. The 
President agreed to approach Dr. Otzen. 

8. Financial Report 

The Treasurer reported the bank balance of the Committee to be $397.80. 
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9. Faculties and School Reports 

a) Victorian College of the Arts 

Ros McMillan reported that $42.5 million had been granted to allow the Victorian College of the Arts to 
implement plans to develop and consolidate its activities, to include those of the Melbourne 
Conservatorium of Music, at Southbank. Plans include the redevelopment of the former police stables. 

b) Faculty of Science 

Irene Jablonka reported on matters relating to the Faculty of Science: an ARC grant to the Centre of 
Excellence in Mathematics of $20 million; an agreement between the University and other institutions 
to develop drugs for Parkinson’s disease and other neuro-degenerative diseases; and public lectures in 
Zoology. 

c) Melbourne Dental School 

John Harcourt advised that the Melbourne Dental School Advisory Committee would meet on 15 April 
2014. 

10. Key Matters for Consideration 

a) Website 

John Harcourt had nothing to report but advised that he would be consulting with David Bellair about 
upgrading the website. 

b) Actions up-date 

Laurie Simpson reported having had no satisfactory response from his Faculty to his document. He was 
thanked for his efforts, and it was decided by the meeting to drop this matter from the Actions Sheet. 

c) Faculty Representation 

There was nothing to report. The Executive is to progress. 

d) Growing Esteem 2014 

After discussion of the discussion paper recently issued by the University, it was agreed that the 
Committee of Convocation should accept the invitation to comment on the document. Gary Israel, 
Laurie Simpson and John Scott were asked to prepare a draft for the Committee to consider. Members 
were asked to submit any comments and suggestions to this sub-committee by Monday 24 March 
2014. It was noted that responses to the document by 17 April 2014 were required by the University. 

11. Other Business 

a) School teacher education review 

It was decided that there was no occasion to respond on this matter, now that the full report of this and 
the terms of reference had been read. 

b) Social media project 

David Bellair reported the matter to be more complicated than at first thought, suggesting the need for 
a Facebook Group for the Committee and a page for the public. After discussion of the usefulness of 
Facebook to the Committee, David advised that he would do some further work on this and report in 
due course. 
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c) Pre-meeting tours and speakers 

Irene Jablonka advised that she had approached speakers but was awaiting confirmations. John Scott 
suggested that a speaker from the Classics Department would be of interest to members. 

d) Concert 

Ros McMillan drew attention to a concert to be given by violinists at the Recital Centre on 17 April at 
7 p.m., for which tickets are available at a discount to alumni. Further information is to be sent to Irene 
Jablonka. 

e) Dinner venue 

The President suggested that the Committee dine at University House after every meeting instead of 
after every second meeting, as at present, because of the rise in the recent price of dinner at Graduate 
House. The Committee decided that all dinners should be at University House, except the final one for 
the year, which should be held at Graduate House. 

12. Next Meeting 

Wednesday, 16 April 2014 at 5.30 pm. 

13. Close 

The meeting closed at 7.40 pm. 

 

Attachments: 

Updated Actions. 

Papers Circulated: 

Nil. 

Future Speakers: 

To be advised. 
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COMMITTEE OF CONVOCATION - ACTIONS

Actions to 2013-11-20.xlsx Page 1 of 1 Printed: 2014-04-05

Ref. No. Date Description Responsibility Status Ref. No.

61 2013-08-21 Progress the investigation of the use of Social Media Executive Ongoing 61
62 2013-11-20 Draft a circular to Deans identifying C of C member affiliations Executive Ongoing 62
63 2014-03-19 Prepare and submit C of C comment to University Vice-Chancellor on Growing Esteem 2014 All 63



Committee of Convocation 

Minutes of Meeting 
held on Wednesday, 16 April 2014, in the Jim Potter Conference Room, 

Old Physics, University of Melbourne, commencing at 5.30 p.m. 
 

1. Welcome 

The President, Ros McMillan, took the chair, opened the meeting and commenced proceedings. 

2. Guest Speaker 

The guest speaker was Hilary Blackman, Strategic Manager - External Relations at the Melbourne School of 
Government (MSOG). The MSOG was established in 2013 and has an interdisciplinary foundation drawing 
expertise from Law, Business and Economics and Arts/Politics. Teaching and research in the School recognises 
that each of these disciplines is necessary for the development of public policy. There is an imperative of 
working with senior practitioners in government and corporate sectors. Research must be transferred to 
practice. There will be six Master’s degree courses within the MSOG, including: 

• Master of Public Policy; 

• Master of International Relations; 

• Master of Development Studies; 

• Master of Public Administration. 

Two of the courses remain to be finalised. Ms Blackman invited input from members as to the nature of these 
courses. 

Research at MSOG focuses on four themes: 

• Governance and Performance; 

• Knowledge and Expertise; 

• Security and Political Engagement; 

• Governing Markets. 

There will be a showcase of MSOG activities in June. Irene Jablonka will arrange for all members of the 
Committee to receive notification of this. 

3. Attendance 

Members Present: 

Ros McMillan (President), John Scott (Secretary), Anne Ada (Minute-taker), Leslie Boston, Cecily Close, 
John Harcourt, Gary Israel, Irene Jablonka, John Nelson, Barbara Perry, Ian Rechtman, Beverley-Anne Rodan, 
Laurence Simpson. 

Apologies: 

David Bellair, Clare Cummins, David Ford, Peter Ross, Jenny Stillman, Noel Whiting. 
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4. Confirmation of Minutes 

The minutes of the previous meeting, held on 19 March 2014, were confirmed on the motion of 

Barbara Perry, seconded by Lesley Boston. 

5. Membership 

Peter Hirst has been approached but is unavailable. 

A letter from David Bellair was read which outlined his academic and professional connections. 

6. Report of the President 

The President commended the fourteen members who had contributed to the Committee of Convocation’s 
response to the Growing Esteem 2014 discussion paper. A splendid effort! The response was both mailed and 
emailed to the Vice Chancellor. An acknowledgement of receipt was received. 

The subcommittee of Gary Israel, Laurie Simpson and John Scott worked hard with John Scott being 
particularly recognised for his final collation of the response. 

The President invited comments from the floor on the response process. 

7. Alumni Council Activities 

There was no report on the Alumni Council as no member was present. 

It had been suggested that Dr. Ros Otzen, past-president of the Alumni Council, might be invited to report on 
its work. The President advised that Dr. Otzen had been approached and that it was hoped that there would 
be a report, in due course. 

8. Financial Report 

The Treasurer reported the bank balance of the Committee to be $401.80. 

9. Faculties and School Reports 

a) Melbourne Dental School 

John Harcourt had attended the Melbourne Dental School Advisory Committee on April 15. John 
advised that he will prepare a report but noted that there have been two new appointments and that 
Dental Health Services Victoria has been working efficiently. 

b) Faculty of Science 

Irene Jablonka advised of forthcoming Public Lectures – Time Travel on May 12 and Big Data on 
April 29. 

c) Baillieu Library 

Gary Israel reported as follows. 

Radicals, slayers and villains will be a major attraction at the University’s biennial Cultural Treasures 

Festival in July 2014. It consists of works from the Baillieu Library Print Collection and it is currently on 
display in the Noel Shaw Gallery, Baillieu Library until 03 August 2014. The exhibition of prints will then 

travel to the Art Gallery of Ballarat, the Hamilton Art Gallery and the Latrobe Regional Gallery. 

Radicals, slayers and villains shows controversial figures from history that have challenged the 

status-quo and helped to shape our world. The striking imagery of the works is captured by seminal 
artists including Dürer, Goya and Rembrandt. The artists in the exhibition have been instrumental in the 
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development of Western art and the universal theme of the individual and his or her role in society is 
illustrated through these extraordinarily powerful works. 

10. Key Matters for Consideration 

a) Actions Up-date 

The up-dated Actions listing is attached, hereto. 

11. Other Business 

a) Social Media Project 

David Bellair continues to investigate. 

b) Faculty Representation 

Discussion took place regarding Committee representation of the Schools and Faculties. Each member 
of the Committee could ascertain the name of their relevant Faculty Manager. Personal approaches 
could be made to advise as to Committee of Convocation activities and, perhaps, to seek new 
representatives. The President was invited to prepare an appropriate letter of introduction. 

b) Website 

John Harcourt reported that the website had been updated. 

c) Pre-meeting Tours and Speakers 

It was reported that the tour of the several learning centres in the Engineering School, conducted prior 
to the meeting, had been exceptional. Cecily Close commended Irene Jablonka for her efforts in 
organizing the tour. 

d) Associate Members 

Gary Israel raised the possibility of an Associate Member category. Beverley Rodan indicated that all 
graduates could be considered members of Convocation. There was consensus that former members 
could be approached when their particular expertise came to be needed. 

12. Next Meeting 

Wednesday, 21 May 2014 at 5.30 pm. 

13. Close 

The meeting closed at 7.05 pm. 

 

Attachments: 

Updated Actions. 

Papers Circulated: 

Committee of Convocation comment on the University discussion paper Growing Esteem 2014. 

Future Speakers: 

To be advised. 
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COMMITTEE OF CONVOCATION - ACTIONS

Actions to 2014-04-16.xlsx Page 1 of 1 Printed: 2014-04-21

Ref. No. Date Description Responsibility Status Ref. No.

61 2013-08-21 Progress the investigation of the use of Social Media Executive Ongoing 61
64 2014-04-16 Identify relevant Faculty or School Manager and advise Secretary Each member 64
65 2014-04-16 Draft introductory letter to faculties and schools President 65
66 2014-04-16 Consider the formalisation of corresponding membership as a source of asistance for special projects All 66



Committee of Convocation 

Minutes of Meeting 
held on Wednesday, 21 May 2014, in the Jim Potter Conference Room, 

Old Physics, University of Melbourne, commencing at 5.30 p.m. 
 

1. Welcome 

The President, Ros McMillan, took the chair, opened the meeting and commenced proceedings. 

2. Guest Speaker - Assoc Prof Jan de Gier from the Faculty of Science, Department of Mathematics and 
Statistics 

Prof de Gier spoke on the specialised divisions within the school of mathematics: 

• Pure Mathematics – e.g. prime numbers; 

• Applied Mathematics - e.g. dealing with big data from radio telescopes, scheduling, and the 
development of queuing theory; 

• Mathematical Physics – explaining the natural world; 

• Statistics. 

Recently, the department received a government grant to develop a centre of excellence, which has 
greatly facilitated its work, especially in the area of applied data management, and the progression 
of research in astronomy. 

The department has a consulting association with VicRoads. Prof de Gier commented that 
Melbourne, with its grid layout, lends itself to traffic studies more than some other great cities of the 
world. Many street intersections can be linked together and vehicles can be treated as particles. 
Statistical analysis can be applied, relating density and rate of flow. Modelling can be validated from 
real data, provided by VicRoads. GSP technology is also employed. 

In answer to questions, Prof de Gier advised: 

• It has become difficult for many secondary schools to find teachers who are well qualified to 
teach mathematics; 

• The recent development of computer technology, and the fact that mathematical solutions 
can be obtained on palm-held units, has had significant impact on the general understanding 
and development of mathematics as it is a double-edged sword that has facilitated some 
aspects of learning, but not others; 

• In response to a question as to whether there is a healthy stream of undergraduates coming 
into mathematics, the response was that satisfactory numbers of students are enrolling for 
courses in mathematics. 
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3. Attendance 

Members Present: 

Ros McMillan (President), John Scott (Secretary), David Bellair, Clare Cummins, Cecily Close, 
David Ford, John Harcourt, Gary Israel, Irene Jablonka, John Nelson, Barbara Perry, Ian Rechtman, 
Beverley-Anne Rodan, Laurence Simpson (Minute-taker) Jenny Stillman, Noel Whiting. 

Apologies: 

Anne Ada, Leslie Boston, Peter Ross (leave of absence). 

4. Confirmation of Minutes 

The minutes of the previous meeting, held on 16 April 2014, were confirmed, as issued, without 
alteration. 

5. Membership 

Clare Cummins regretfully notified the meeting as to her inability to continue as a member of the 
Committee due to other commitments. Her resignation was accepted with thanks for her 
contributions to the work of the Committee and for her representation as a member of the Alumni 
Council. 

David Ford raised the possibility of having corresponding members of the Committee who, while 
unable to attend meetings, could have continued occasional involvement, having demonstrated a 
continuing interest in the activities of the Committee of Convocation. It was agreed to discuss this 
further at the next meeting. 

6. Report of the President 

The discussion paper Growing Esteem 2014 was discussed. The President reported that the 
Committee had submitted a structured submission which had been communicated to the office of 
the Vice-Chancellor. This resulted in a letter of thanks and an invitation to attend a breakfast 
seminar, to be held Woodward Conference Centre. 

John Scott, representing the President, attended on behalf of the Committee. John was well received 
and was able to contribute to the discussion. Although there was a modest attendance, the 
discussion was lively. 

The seminar was chaired by Vice-Chancellor Glyn Davis, with Provost Margaret Shiel also present. 
The other attendees were from the University staff (academic and administrative) and from outside 
the University (an equal division, perhaps, between the two categories). Professor David Hill 
represented the Alumni Council. 

Proceedings began with a short PowerPoint presentation from the Vice-Chancellor. Listed were 
points from the received comment, briefly summarised as: 

• A second language possibly to be a prerequisite; 

• Industry engagement is important; 

• International recognition is important; 
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• Social responsibility should be a priority; 

• Inspired research is to be encouraged; 

• Environmental sustainability should be emphasised in the document; 

• Equality and diversity should be ensured within the student body; 

• Student accommodation needs to be improved. 

In the discussion that followed, the group suggested a need for greater emphasis on the quality of 
teaching, especially for the undergraduate cohort. The experience for graduate students tends to be 
much better. Also suggested, by many of those present at the breakfast seminar, was the need for 
increased emphasis on engagement. 

During discussion of the foregoing report, amongst the members in attendance at the meeting of the 
Committee of Convocation, it was suggested by Irene Jablonka and approved by the meeting that 
the President should approach the office of the Vice-Chancellor with an invitation for him to speak at 
a special meeting of the Committee of Convocation, at a time suitable to him. 

7. Alumni Council Activities 

There was no formal report on the Alumni Council as no member was present. Both Clare Cummins 
and Jenny Stillman were present but, although they had been foundation members of the Alumni 
Council, they had not stood for re-election and, hence, were unable to be definitive as to the present 
state of affairs. 

There was some discussion as to how an effective relationship between the Committee of 
Convocation and the Alumni Council could be developed. It was felt that a personal approach by the 
President of the Committee of Convocation to the President of the Alumni Council may be of value. 
During discussion it was suggested by Irene Jablonka and approved by the meeting that the 
President of the Committee of Convocation should write to the President of the Alumni Council and 
invite all members of the Alumni Council to attend any of the future meetings of the Committee of 
Convocation. The letter could contain a list of all future meetings or a reference to our website 
which has a list of meeting dates. 

It was noted that Alumni Council minutes had not been made available, whereas the minutes of the 
Committee of Convocation are published on its website. 

8. Financial Report 

The Treasurer reported the bank balance of the Committee to be $312.10. 

9. Faculties and School Reports 

a) Baillieu Library 

Cecily Close reported on the Saturday Seminar arranged by the Friends of the Baillieu Library 
for 17 May 2014, which Barbara Perry also attended. Professor Margaret Manion spoke on 
"Hidden Treasures Come to Light: Illuminated Manuscripts in the Kerry Stokes Collection". 
Illustrations were shown and discussed from Books of Hours, a Breviary and a parchment 
triptych, on which research is proceeding. Professor Charles Zika, co-author with Manion of 
the recently published Celebrating Word and Image, 1250-1600: Illuminated Manuscripts from 
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the Kerry Stokes Collection, (Fremantle Press, 2013), followed with a talk, "Celebrating the 
Nuremberg Carnival: a Unique Insight into Late Medieval Festivity and Fashion in the 
Schembart Book". This manuscript (c.1540) describes, with illustrations of individuals, 
costumes and activities, the annual Shrove Tuesday carnival parade held in Nuremberg sixty-
five times, between 1449 and 1539. Both talks delighted the audience. 

b) Faculty of VCA and MCM 

Irene Jablonka reported on her attendance at the Dorcas McClean Gala Concert for young 
violinists, with the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra, held on 17 April 2014 at the Elisabeth 
Murdoch Hall. 

10. Key Matters for Consideration 

a) Report on Growing Esteem 2014 

(Refer to Report of the President, at 6, above.) 

b) Actions Up-date 

The up-dated Actions listing is attached, hereto. 

In respect of Action 64, it was noted that the organisational structure of the University is 
currently in a state of flux. This is reflected in the Business Improvement Program, updated to 
16 May 2014 (copy attached, hereto). 

11. Other Business 

a) Social Media Project 

David Bellair presented a progress paper discussing the proposed Facebook site (copy 
attached, hereto). 

b) Faculty Representation 

(Refer to 10 (b), above.) 

c) Website 

John Harcourt reported that the Committee of Convocation website continues to be 
maintained. (See http://cofcmelbuni.org/Committee_of_Convocation/Homepage.html) 

d) Pre-meeting Tours and Speakers 

Irene Jablonka advised that Ms Rebekah Davis, Graduate Advisor, Faculty of Arts will be the 
speaker next month. There was no current arrangement for a pre-meeting tour in June but a 
daytime tour of the St Kilda Road Campus of the University has been arranged for 29 May 
2014, as has been separately advised. 

e) Corresponding Members 

(Refer to 5, above.) 

12. Next Meeting 

Wednesday, 18 June 2014 at 5.30 pm 
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13. Close 

The meeting closed at 7.30 pm. 

 

Attachments: 

Updated Actions listing 

Business Improvement Program – update of 16 May 2014 

Social Media Project progress paper 

Papers Circulated: 

Report on the meeting of the MDS Advisory Committee held on 15 April 2014 

Notification of the 2014 Higher Education Policy Seminars 

Future Speakers: 

To be advised 
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Committee of Convocation 

Minutes of Meeting 
held on Wednesday, 18 June 2014, in the Jim Potter Conference Room, 

Old Physics, University of Melbourne, commencing at 5.30 p.m. 
 

1. Welcome 

The President, Ros McMillan, took the chair, opened the meeting and commenced proceedings at 
the appointed time. 

2. Guest Speaker – Ms Rebekah Davis, acting Senior Graduate Advisor, Faculty of Arts 

Ms Davis outlined her role in support of Research Higher Degree students, in the Faculty of Arts, and 
the wide range of activities involved. She described ways in which the Arts faculty seeks to enrich 
the university experience of its students and some of the issues that they face – both internal and 
external. 

Ms Davis then answered a range of questions from Committee members. 

The President expressed her warm thanks to Ms Davis on behalf of the committee, especially for her 
detailed preparation. 

3. Attendance 

Members Present: 

Ros McMillan (President), John Scott (Secretary), David Bellair (Minute-taker), John Harcourt, 
Gary Israel, Irene Jablonka, Barbara Perry, Ian Rechtman, Beverley-Anne Rodan, Laurence Simpson. 

Apologies: 

Anne Ada, Leslie Boston, Cecily Close, David Ford, John Nelson, Peter Ross (leave of absence) 
Jenny Stillman, Noel Whiting. 

4. Confirmation of Minutes 

The minutes of the previous meeting, held on 21 May 2014, were confirmed, as issued, without 
alteration. 

5. Membership 

Discussion was deferred to later under agenda item 10. b). 

6. Report of the President 

The President advised that she had arranged to meet the President of the Alumni Council next 
month, which the committee strongly supported. 

There was general agreement with the recommendation of the President that the proposed 
invitation for the Vice-Chancellor to speak to the Committee should be deferred, given the probable 
heavy demands on his time, at present. 

The President commented on the University Business Improvement Plan and the mooted 540 
redundancies of non-academic staff. Members expressed concern about the future of activities 
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which may be peripheral to teaching and research but which are valued by the community of 
Victoria, such as the Percy Grainger Museum. Those present supported a suggestion that the 
President should write to the Vice-Chancellor in respect of the future of the Grainger Museum. 

John Scott mentioned that there is considerably reduced industrial activity, in general. Cutbacks are 
not unique to the university sector. 

7. Alumni Council Activities 

No report was available, but the forthcoming meeting between the President of the Committee of 
Convocation and the President of the Alumni Council was noted. 

8. Financial Report 

The Treasurer had provided advice that there had been no change in the financial position of the 
Committee. The bank balance remained at $312.10. 

9. Faculties and School Reports 

There were no reports. 

10. Key Matters for Consideration 

a) University Giving Form 

It was noted that the current form, as circulated to Committee members, needs revision. It 
was agreed that John Harcourt would arrange for the implementation of appropriate 
amendments. 

b) Actions update 

Item 61 (Social Media) is covered under agenda item 11.a). 

Item 65 (Introductory Letter to Faculties and Schools) is covered under agenda item 11.b). 

It was agreed that Item 66 (Corresponding Membership) had been completed. 

It was agreed to remove Items 67 (Monitor Changes to University Organisational Structure) 
and 68 (Invitation to VC to Speak to Committee). 

It was agreed that Item 69 (Invite Alumni Council Members to Committee Meetings) should 
remain, pending. 

11. Other Business 

a) Social Media Project 

David Bellair reported that an initial Facebook page had been set up. He explained that, unlike 
a passive web site, Facebook actively disseminated postings made to the Committee Facebook 
page to other Facebook users who "liked" the Committee page. 

In discussion of his circulated paper, dated 21 May 2014, it was agreed that the Committee 
was happy for its Facebook page to permit discussions on University and education issues, 
generally, on the basis that all postings would be vetted to exclude any regarded as irrelevant, 
strident or offensive. Several members agreed to assist David Bellair in this vetting and it was 
agreed that doubtful cases would be referred to the Executive. 
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It was also agreed that committee members would contribute ideas and points for postings to 
initiate discussions. Hopefully the Committee itself would provide new postings at least 
weekly. 

It was agreed that the Executive would consider any complaints received about postings on 
the Committee page.  David Bellair confirmed that postings can be removed from the 
Committee Facebook page. 

b) Faculty Representation 

It was agreed that the President and the Secretary would collaborate to prepare brief 
introductory letters to the administrators of faculties and schools. 

c) Website 

John Harcourt advised that the iWeb tool, which he has used to maintain the web site 
http://www.cofcmelbuni.org/Committee_of_Convocation, is not being further developed by 
Apple and that, should it cease functioning, we should need to consider an alternative tool. 
However, the Committee can continue with the current web site provider. 

d) Pre-meeting Tours and Speakers 

Arising from the pre-meeting tour of the Beaurepaire Centre, there was discussion about the 
mural frieze, designed by Leonard French, entitled ‘Symmetry of Sport’ in what was formerly 
known as the Trophy Hall. Irene Jablonka expressed concern that gym equipment might be 
too close to the mural for comfort. It was agreed that Irene would follow up her concern with 
the Beaurepaire Centre. 

e) Letter to Lesley Boston 

It was unanimously agreed that the President should write to congratulate member Lesley 
Boston on her recent AO award. 

12. Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 20 August 2014, at 5.30pm. There will be no meeting during 
July. 

13. Close 

The meeting closed at 7.15 pm. 

Attachments: 

Updated Actions listing 

Papers Circulated: 

Nil 

Future Speakers: 

Mrs Evelyn Portek from the Louise Hansen Dyer Music Library for August 2014. 
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COMMITTEE OF CONVOCATION - ACTIONS

Actions to 2014-06-18.xlsx Page 1 of 1 Printed: 2014-06-28

Ref. No. Date Description Responsibility Status Ref. No.

61 2013-08-21 Progress the investigation of the use of Social Media Executive Ongoing 61
65 2014-04-16 Draft introductory letter to faculties and schools President Pending 65
69 2014-05-21 Invite members of the Alumni Council to attend meetings of the Committee of Convocation President Pending 69



Committee of Convocation 

Minutes of Meeting 
held on Wednesday, 20 August 2014, in the Jim Potter Conference Room, 

Old Physics, University of Melbourne, commencing at 5.30 p.m. 
 

1. Welcome 

The President, Ros McMillan, took the chair, opened the meeting and commenced proceedings at 
the appointed time. 

2. Guest Speaker – Mr Stuart Hibberd, Manager, Education Abroad Student Programs 

Mr Hibberd outlined the work of the Melbourne Global Mobility international student exchange 
program that is operated by the University. He described the processes of selection and the 
advantages for the students and he recounted some particularly successful individual outcomes. 

Mr Hibberd then answered a range of questions from Committee members. 

The President expressed her warm thanks to Mr Hibberd, on behalf of the Committee, for what was 
a most enlightening presentation. 

3. Attendance 

Members Present: 

Ros McMillan (President), John Scott (Secretary), David Bellair, Cecily Close, David Ford, John 
Harcourt, Gary Israel, Irene Jablonka, John Nelson, Barbara Perry, Ian Rechtman, Beverley-Anne 
Rodan, Laurence Simpson, Noel Whiting (Minute-taker). 

Apologies Received: 

Anne Ada, Leslie Boston, Peter Ross (leave of absence). 

4. Confirmation of Minutes 

The minutes of the previous meeting, held on 18 June 2014, were confirmed, as issued, without 
alteration. 

5. Membership 

No change. 

6. Report of the President 

The President advised that she had met the President of the Alumni Council, David Laidlaw, and that 
they had enjoyed a productive discussion. The point was made that the Committee of Convocation 
has the advantage of being a contemplative group that can afford to take time to consider matters in 
depth. The Alumni Council operates largely on the basis of working groups. Importance is placed 
upon mentoring initiatives. It was noted that whilst technological developments will greatly affect 
the manner in which universities operate, preservation of the DNA of the University of Melbourne is 
vital. 
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The President invited members of the Committee of Convocation to consider and to develop 
opportunities for possible future interaction between the Committee and the Alumni Council 
(Action 70). 

7. Alumni Council Activities 

No report was available, but the meeting that took place between the President of the Committee of 
Convocation and the President of the Alumni Council is covered within the Report of the President 
that is recorded in these minutes. 

It was noted that the Alumni Council was holding elections. 

8. Financial Report 

The Treasurer reported that there had been no change in the financial position of the Committee. 
The bank balance remained at $312.10. 

9. Faculties and School Reports 

Gary Israel reported on a valuable tour of the newly opened Peter Doherty Institute of the 
Department of Microbiology and Immunology. This has been the latest major building project of the 
University. Major funding came from Melbourne Health as well as from the University. 

David Ford reported on a meeting with the alumni relations staff of the School of Engineering. The 
school is exploring means for improved communication with its alumni. 

Irene Jablonka reported that a restructure of areas taught and administered by the Faculty of 
Science was in progress. Optometry, and some other disciplines, are to become part of Health 
Sciences. 

Barbara Perry drew attention to the fact the University tower clock was again chiming, an initiative 
for which former Committee member Juliet Flesch can take credit. 

10. Key Matters for Consideration 

a) University Business Improvement Plan 

There was general discussion of the Business Improvement Plan (BIP) and of its implications 
for the future of the University. Apart from the effect of the BIP on University staffing, of 
particular concern were plans for the removal of staff from the supervision of some University 
collections as a result of the implementation of the BIP. The particular case of the Grainger 
Museum came under discussion. Wide ramifications of the BIP within the Faculty of Medicine, 
Dentistry and Health Sciences were mentioned. 

The following motions arose from the discussion. 

MOTION – Proposer Noel Whiting, Seconder Laurie Simpson – 

Draft a letter, to be addressed to the Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Engagement), expressing 
concern as to the planned removal of staff from the supervision of some University 
collections, including that of the Grainger Museum – for Committee review. 

Passed – unanimous (Action 71). 
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MOTION – Proposer Noel Whiting, Seconder Beverley-Ann Rodan – 

Draft an introductory letter to faculties and schools – for Committee review. 

Passed – unanimous (Action 65). 

b) Actions update 

The current actions are summarised in the attached Actions listing. 

11. Other Business 

a) Social Media Project (Action 61) 

David Bellair reported that he will have increased available time to progress this initiative. 

b) Faculty Representation 

This is the subject of Action 65. 

c) Website 

Nothing currently to be reported. 

d) Pre-meeting Tours and Speakers 

A visit to the Victorian College of the Arts Contemporary Music Course, to sit in on 
improvisation classes, is planned for September 2014. 

12. Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 17 September 2014, at 5.30pm. 

13. Close 

The meeting closed at 7.30 pm. 

Attachments: 

Updated Actions listing 

Papers Circulated: 

Melbourne Global Mobility handouts 

Future Speakers: 

Details of speakers will be announced when finalised. 
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COMMITTEE OF CONVOCATION - ACTIONS

Actions to 2014-08-20.xlsx Page 1 of 1 Printed: 2014-08-23

Ref. No. Date Description Responsibility Status Ref. No.

61 2013-08-21 Progress the investigation of the use of Social Media Executive Ongoing 61
65 2014-04-16 Draft an introductory letter to faculties and schools President Current 65
69 2014-05-21 Invite members of the Alumni Council to attend meetings of the Committee of Convocation President Pending 69

70 2014-08-20 Develop a strategy for coordinated effort on the part of both the Committee of Convocation and the Alumni Council All Current 70

71 2014-08-20
Draft a letter, to be addressed to the Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Engagement), expressing concern as to impending 
degradation of the care and presentation of University collections, including that of the Grainger Museum

President Current 71
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Committee	  of	  Convocation	  

Minutes	  of	  Meeting	  

held	  on	  Wednesday,	  17	  September	  2014,	  in	  the	  Jim	  Potter	  Conference	  Room,	  

Old	  Physics,	  University	  of	  Melbourne,	  commencing	  at	  5.30	  p.m.	  

	  

1. Welcome	  

The	  President,	  Ros	  McMillan,	   took	   the	  chair,	  opened	   the	  meeting	  and	  commenced	  proceedings	  at	  
the	  appointed	  time.	  

2.	   Guest	  Speaker	  –	  Ass.	  Prof.	  Michelle	  Kermode,	  Nossal	  Institute	  of	  Global	  Health	  

Ass.	  Prof.	  Kermode	  outlined	  the	  work	  of	  the	  Nossal	  Institute	  of	  Global	  Health,	  a	  company	  formed	  in	  
conjunction	  with	  the	  University	  of	  Melbourne	  as	  an	  academic	  centre	  that	  aims	  to	  partner	  with	  locals	  
within	   overseas	   countries	   such	   as	   India,	   Indonesia,	   Cambodia,	   Vietnam,	   Papua	   New	   Guinea,	  
Mozambique	   and	   Kenya,	   in	   order	   to	   deliver	   research,	   education	   and	   practice	   through	   both	   local	  
government	  and	  non-‐government	  agencies.	  

The	  Nossal	  Institute	  is	  a	  not-‐for-‐profit	  company	  located	  within	  the	  School	  of	  Population	  and	  Medical	  
Health	  in	  the	  Faculty	  of	  Medicine,	  Dentistry	  and	  Health	  Sciences	  with	  a	  staff	  of	  45.	  	  Funding	  for	  their	  
very	  important	  work	  is	  sourced	  from	  outside	  benefactors,	  such	  as	  the	  Gates	  Foundation,	  World	  Bank	  
and	  Asia	  Development	  Bank.	  

Members	  were	  delighted	  when	  Ass.	  Prof.	  Kermode	  answered	  several	  questions	  posed	  from	  the	  
floor.	  

3.	   Attendance	  

Members	  Present:	  

Ros	  McMillan	  (President),	  David	  Bellair,	  Lesley	  Boston,	  Cecily	  Close,	  David	  Ford,	  John	  Harcourt,	  Gary	  
Israel,	   Irene	   Jablonka,	   John	   Nelson,	   Barbara	   Perry,	   Ian	   Rechtman,	   Beverley-‐Anne	   Rodan,	   (Minute-‐
taker),	  Laurence	  Simpson.	  	  

Apologies	  Received:	  

Anne	  Ada,	  John	  Scott,	  Peter	  Ross	  (leave	  of	  absence).	  

4.	   Confirmation	  of	  Minutes	  

The	  minutes	  of	  the	  previous	  meeting,	  held	  on	  20	  August	  2014,	  were	  confirmed	  without	  alteration.	  

5.	   Membership	  

No	  change.	  

6.	   Report	  of	  the	  President	  

(i)	  Letters	  to	  Deputy	  Vice	  Chancellor	  (Engagement)	  

It	  was	   decided	   not	   to	   send	   letters	   re	   specific	   cost	   ameliorating	   programs	  within	   the	  University	   of	  
Melbourne	  as	   the	  Committee	  did	  not	  believe	   there	  was	  enough	  general	  knowledge	  on	   the	  overall	  
picture.	  

It	  was	  suggested	  that	  a	   letter	   in	  the	  form	  of	  a	  question	  may	  be	  considered	  regarding	  provision	  for	  
care	  of	  the	  cultural	  treasures	  within	  the	  University	  of	  Melbourne	  

(ii)	  Letters	  to	  faculties	  and	  schools	  

A	  representative	  from	  each	  faculty	  could	  contact	  Ros	  to	  aid	  in	  personalising	  each	  letter.	  	  
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Cecily	  Close	  will	   send	  her	  suggestions	  re	  alterations	   to	   the	  general	  wording	   for	  historical	  accuracy.	  
Any	  other	  suggestions	  as	  to	  wording	  to	  be	  sent	  to	  Ros.	  

Ros	  will	  send	  out	  changes	  for	  comments	  by	  all	  members	  

(iii)	  Letter	  of	  thanks	  for	  all	  speakers	  

A	   generic	   letter	   to	   be	   drafted	   including	   explaining	   the	   position	   of	   Convocation,	   and	   asking	   if	  
Convocation	  could	  be	  of	  any	  assistance.	  

7.	   Alumni	  Council	  Activities	  

No	  report.	  	  

8.	   Financial	  Report	  

The	  Treasurer	  reported	  that	  there	  had	  been	  no	  change	   in	  the	  financial	  position	  of	   the	  Committee.	  
The	  bank	  balance	  remained	  at	  $312.10.	  

9.	   Faculties	  and	  School	  Reports	  

An	  Arts	  Faculty	  report	  from	  Gary	  Israel	  was	  sent	  previously	  by	  e-‐mail.	  

David	  Ford	  reported	  on	  the	  Engineering	  Faculty	  hosting	  a	  50+	  year	  reunion	  

10.	   Key	  Matters	  for	  Consideration	  

a. Letter	   to	   Deputy	   Vice-‐Chancellor	   (Engagement)	   –	   already	   discussed	   in	   Report	   of	   the	  
President	  

b. Actions	  update	  –	  It	  was	  agreed	  to	  combine	  items	  69	  and	  70.	  The	  Action	  Sheet	  is	  attached	  
to	  these	  Minutes.	  

11.	   Other	  Business	  

Social	  Media	  Project	  	  

A	  Convocation	  Facebook	  page	  has	  been	  launched	  by	  David	  Bellair	  (www.facebook.com/Convocation-‐
Melbourne).	  David	  will	  be	  the	  moderator.	  All	  comments	  and	  additions	  to	  the	  site	  will	  be	  moderated.	  

Website.	  	  Browser	  facilities	  and	  graphics	  have	  been	  improved	  on	  the	  web	  site.	  	  

Pre-‐meeting	  Tours	  and	  Speakers.	  	  

A	   tour	   to	   observe	   contemporary	   music	   classes	   in	   action	   has	   been	   arranged	   for	   Thursday	   25	  
September.	  The	  Group	  will	  meet	  in	  the	  School	  of	  Music	  Foyer	  at	  10.15	  am.	  Ass.	  Prof.	  Mark	  Pollard,	  
Head	  of	  School	  of	  Contemporary	  Music,	  will	  guide	  the	  tour.	  

Irene	  Jablonka	  advised	  that	  the	  guest	  speaker	  for	  the	  October	  meeting	  is	  Professor	  Paolo	  Tombesi,	  
Professor	  of	  Construction,	  Faculty	  of	  Architecture,	  Building	  and	  Planning.	  For	  the	  November	  meeting	  
the	  speaker	  is	  Ass.	  Prof.	  Margaret	  Simons,	  from	  the	  Centre	  for	  Advancing	  Journalism.	  	  

A	   campus	   tour	   of	   the	   new	   Architecture	   School	   is	   planned	   for	   October,	   at	   a	   date	   and	   time	   to	   be	  
advised.	  	  

No	   pre-‐meeting	   tour	   is	   planned	   for	   November.	   It	   was	   agreed	   to	   finish	   early	   after	   the	   November	  
meeting	  for	  a	  7	  pm	  start	  to	  dinner	  at	  Graduate	  House.	  

Congratulations.	   Dr	   Lesley	   Boston	  AO	  was	   congratulated	   on	   her	   award	   of	  Officer	   of	   the	  Order	   of	  
Australia	   for	  her	  distinguished	   service	   to	  education	  as	  an	  advocate	   for	   improved	  opportunities	   for	  
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young	  women,	   to	   innovative	  and	  best	  practice	  pedagogy,	  and	  to	  professional	  development.	  Lesley	  
also	  recently	  received	  an	  honorary	  degree	  of	  Doctorate	  of	  Laws	  from	  Monash	  University	  

Notice	  of	  leave	  of	  Absence	  

David	  Ford	  and	  Ian	  Rechtman	  gave	  notice	  of	  leave	  of	  absence	  for	  the	  October	  meeting.	  

12	   Next	  Meeting	  

The	  next	  meeting	  will	  be	  on	  Wednesday	  15	  October	  2014,	  at	  5.30	  pm.	  

13	   Close	  

The	  meeting	  closed	  at	  6.55	  pm.	  

Attachments:	  

Updated	  Actions	  listing	  

Papers	  Circulated:	  

Arts	  Faculty	  (Gary	  Israel)	  



Committee of Convocation 

Minutes of Meeting 
held on Wednesday, 15 October 2014, in the Jim Potter Conference Room, 

Old Physics, University of Melbourne, commencing at 5.30 p.m. 
 

1. Welcome 

The President, Ros McMillan, took the chair, opened the meeting and commenced proceedings at 
5.35 pm. 

2. Guest Speaker – Professor Donald Bates, Inaugural Chair of Architectural Design, Faculty of 
Architecture, Building and Planning 

Professor Bates outlined his early life and previous experiences and training in Texas, USA, at the 
University of Houston, where he took his Bachelor of Architecture degree, and his studies for a 
Master’s degree in Michigan. He taught at the Architectural Association in London from 1983 to 
1989 and then opened an independent school/studio in France for students from a wide variety of 
backgrounds wishing to study purely for interest. After 4 years he returned to the London position 
and with a colleague submitted successfully for the Federation Square project in Victoria. He 
relocated to Melbourne and has recently assumed the Chair in Design at Melbourne. He has 
continued a practice with an international clientele and spoke of his philosophy to teach for 
approximately five years and then return to active practice. He gave a detailed outline of the work 
done to secure the Federation Square Project. 

Members indicated great interest in this description of a life and work and the Professor took several 
questions from members. 

The President expressed warm thanks to Professor Bates, on behalf of the Committee, for what had 
been an excellent presentation. 

3. Attendance 

Members Present: 

Ros McMillan (President), John Scott (Secretary), David Bellair, Leslie Boston, Cecily Close, 
John Harcourt, Gary Israel (Minute-taker), Irene Jablonka, Beverley-Anne Rodan, Laurence Simpson. 

Apologies Received: 

David Ford, John Nelson, Barbara Perry, Ian Rechtman, Peter Ross (leave of absence), Noel Whiting. 
Both Peter Hirst and Rob McGauran, former members who represented Architecture, had been 
invited to attend but neither was able to do so. 

4. Confirmation of Minutes 

The minutes of the previous meeting, held on 17 September 2014, were confirmed, as issued, 
without alteration. Moved Gary Israel, seconded Laurie Simpson. 

5. Membership 

No change. 
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6. Report of the President 

The President advised as follows. 

a) Grainger Museum 

A letter was sent to Adrian Collette, Executive Director, Engagement and Partnerships at the 
University in respect of the Grainger Museum (Action 71). The President reported that another 
letter was sent to the University that was signed by seven eminent people concerned as to the 
future of the museum. 

A prompt and detailed reply was received, from Mr Colette, indicating that cost cutting was 
not behind the changes to staffing arrangements but rather it was an attempt to improve and 
streamline University operations. A team approach would be adopted for the curation of all 
University collections and a volunteer program would be set up. There was a positive response 
to Mr. Colette’s letter. 

As a related matter, concern was expressed for the future of the Dental Museum in the School 
of Dental Science. 

b) End of Year Dinner 

The President reported that the annual end of year dinner had been arranged at Graduate 
House for 19 November 2014 at 7.00 pm. The cost will be $45.50 and a notice will be 
distributed indicating that payments can be made directly to the Committee’s bank account. 
The meeting of that date is to terminate promptly at 7.00 pm. Partners and friends are 
welcome. 

c) Draft Letters of Introduction to Deans 

The President tabled nine different letters to be forwarded to Deans and Heads of Schools, 
after earlier modification by Cecily Close. Faculty workshops then took place to obtain 
agreement about wording. Several further suggestions were made and referred back to the 
President with thanks to her and Cecily Close for their work in this regard. 

7. Alumni Council Activities 

The attention of members was drawn to the fact that the Alumni Council elections were now 
underway. There was discussion about confusing voting processes which seem not to be in accord 
with the original regulations requiring that voting take place by Faculty/School. Alumni have been 
asked to vote for the sole nominee for the position of FMDHS representative when his election 
should be automatic. The President indicated that she would contact Sarah Banks of Alumni 
Relations and the President of the Alumni Council about this matter. It was suggested that the two 
Presidents might again explore options for closer cooperation between the two bodies. 

8. Financial Report 

On behalf of the Treasurer, the President reported that there had been no change in the financial 
position of the Committee. The bank balance remained at $312.10. 
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9. Faculties and School Reports 

a) Impact of Business Improvement Plan 

Concern was expressed about the severe impact of BIP on the School of Dental Science, 
possibly amounting to a threat to its international standing, in the long term. (A paper relating 
to this matter was to be distributed by email following the meeting.) 

b) Bond issue 

A document was tabled by Gary Israel in response to a question about a previous notification 
that the University had raised finance by a bond issue to cover costs of new student 
accommodation 

10. Key Matters for Consideration 

a) Actions update 

The current actions are summarised in the attached Actions listing. 

b) Alumini Council 

It was agreed that a strategy for closer connections to Alumni Council is needed (Action 70). 
The President is to contact the President of the Alumni Council in respect of perceived 
anomalies as to its current elections and, further, it is to be suggested that a joint meeting of 
the two bodies occur (Action 69 – see also Item 7, above). 

11. Other Business 

a) Social Media Project (Action 61) 

David Bellair reported that there had been no action due to his absence overseas. 

b) Faculty Representation (Action 65) 

The meeting considered draft letters of introduction to faculties and schools that had been 
prepared by the President (as recorded at Item 6 (c), above). 

c) Website 

John Harcourt advised as to his intention to upload some pictorial material relating to the 
recent Committee tour of the VCA Music School. This met with approval. 

d) Pre-meeting Tours and Speakers 

It is hoped to conduct a tour of the new Architecture Building, early in November 2014. No 
tour is planned to take place immediately prior to the November meeting. 

12. Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 19 November 2014, at 5.30pm. The meeting is to conclude 
at 7.00 pm and to be followed by the End of Year Dinner at Graduate House. 
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13. Close 

The meeting closed at 7.05 pm. 
 

Attachments: 

Updated Actions listing. 

Papers Circulated: 

Material related to University bond issues. 

Future Speakers: 

Dr Margaret Simons, Director of the Centre for Advancing Journalism, is scheduled to speak at the 
November meeting. 
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COMMITTEE OF CONVOCATION - ACTIONS

Actions to 2014-10-15.xlsx Page 1 of 1 Printed: 2014-10-18

Ref. No. Date Description Responsibility Status Ref. No.

61 2013-08-21 Progress the investigation of the use of Social Media Executive Ongoing 61

70 2014-08-20 Develop a strategy for coordinated effort on the part of both the Committee of Convocation and the Alumni Council President Current 70

72 2014-10-15 Transmit an introductory letter to faculties and schools President Current 72



Committee of Convocation 

Minutes of Meeting 
held on Wednesday, 19 November 2014, in the Jim Potter Conference Room, 

Old Physics, University of Melbourne, commencing at 5.30 p.m. 
 

1. Welcome 

The President, Ros McMillan, took the chair and opened the meeting, welcoming the guest speaker 
and two former members who were in attendance. 

2. Guest speaker - Associate Professor Margaret Simons, Director of the Centre for Advanced Journalism 

Associate Professor Simons spoke of the highlights of her career, her early days as a cadet journalist 
with The Age newspaper and of the changes for the profession to the present. She pointed out that 
the mainstream newsroom is a thing of the past with the rapid rise of digital news reporting and on-
line publication. She is the Director of the Centre for Advanced Journalism at the University of 
Melbourne, and is also the coordinator of the new Masters Degree in Journalism. Prior to this 
appointment, Simons was convenor of Journalism at Swinburne University of Technology. Margaret 
Simons is the founding chair of the Public Interest Journalism Foundation, which was established in 
2009 at the Swinburne Institute of Social Research to promote and enable innovation in public 
interest journalism. She outlined the progress of the Master of Journalism degree which has 120 
students (many part-time) and was very enthusiastic about the future of journalism. Research in the 
Centre focuses on the civic impacts of journalism on society to inform Government policy, the role of 
journalism in the issues of domestic violence against women and social media impacts on 
Government in China. She emphasised the changing nature of journalism from big news rooms to a 
variety of electronic forms, believing this will expand in coming years. She was pleased that nearly all 
graduates had obtained employment in a variety of publication and journalistic positions. 

The Associate Professor then took questions from members, following which she was warmly 
thanked by the President for her address and for her presence at the meeting. A booklet about the 
Centre was provided to members. 

3. Attendance 

Members Present: 

Ros McMillan (President), John Scott (Secretary), Anne Ada, David Bellair, Cecily Close, John 
Harcourt, Gary Israel (Minute-taker), Irene Jablonka, John Nelson, Barbara Perry, Ian Rechtman, 
Beverley-Anne Rodan, Laurence Simpson, Noel Whiting. 

Visitors Present: 

Former members Doug Parbery and Ann Rusden. 

Apologies Received: 

Leslie Boston, David Ford, Peter Ross (leave of absence), Jenny Stillman (attended dinner following 
meeting). 
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4. Confirmation of Minutes 

The minutes of the previous meeting, held on 15 October 2014, were confirmed, as issued, without 
alteration. Moved Laurie Simpson, seconded Beverley-Anne Rodan. 

5. Membership 

No change. 

6. Report of the President 

The President advised as follows. 

a) The President reported that the elections of the Alumni Council seemed acceptable 
following receipt of an e-mail to all members by John Harcourt. 

b) Contact with the Alumni Council President was made by an e-mail inviting him to attend a 
Committee of Convocation meeting. No reply has been received to date. It was decided to 
accept an offer from Irene Jablonca to pursue the matter by making a further approach to 
the President of the Alumni Council, extending an invitation for him to attend as our 
speaker. 

c) A question arose as to how votes were processed following the Alumni Council elections and 
whether they were in accord with the regulations as understood and as originally outlined. It 
was thought possible that University staff would identify the votes that were valid for the 
various Faculty and School positions by consulting the records of graduates and degrees 
held. 

d) The President advised members of the passing of Emeritus Professor Francis Hird of 
Biochemistry and formerly a Dean of Science. (The information was received from former 
member Juliet Flesch.) 

e) Letters of introduction addressed to Faculties and Schools were circulated to the respective 
members and approved for transmission by the President. 

f) The President thanked Irene Jablonka for her work in organizing tours and speakers in 2014. 
Members responded with applause. 

7. Alumni Council Activities 

No report was available. 

8. Financial Report 

The Treasurer reported a bank balance of $1039.60, which would reduce following payment of the 
dinner account. 

9. Faculties and School Reports 

a) John Harcourt reported that the Dental School will share a Manager with Psychology and 
Health Sciences and is losing some very good staff members as a result of the Business 
Improvement program (BIP) of the University. Laureate Professor Eric Reynolds AO, Head of 
School, is stepping down after 16 years in the position. 
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b) Irene Jablonka reported that the Indigenous Centre has placed its second Reconciliation 
Action Plan (RAP2) on its web site and feedback is being sought. Irene further reported that 
the new Dean of Science wishes to follow the lead of an university in Ireland by setting up a 
Science Gallery to be open to the public in order to foster wider interest in Science. 

c) Gary Israel reported that several members attended the recent annual lecture given by  
Mr Philip Kent, Executive Director of Library Services and Collections. Mr Kent outlined his 
study trip to universities and other institutions in the UK and USA, emphasizing the need for 
appropriate spaces and staffing to expand options. 

d) Laurie Simpson attended functions in the Medical Faculty to meet the new Dean, Professor 
Stephen Smith and a reunion of graduates. At the latter function he met and spoke with the 
new Director of Alumni Relations. Laurie reported on the great concern in the Faculty of the 
effects of BIP and of a consequent loss of confidence by many staff. 

10. Key Matters for Consideration 

a) Actions update 

The current actions are summarised in the attached Actions listing. 

i. Social media project – David Bellair reported that he now believed Facebook not to be 
an appropriate vehicle for the Committee and that he is considering other types of 
communication that might be used. A discussion then occurred about the possible use 
of a Blog as a discussion forum. 

ii. Strategy for linking to Alumni Council – delete as an action. 

iii. Letters to Faculties – complete. 

11. Other Business 

a) Website 

John Harcourt has updated the website and added some slides. 

b) Pre-meeting Tours and Speakers 

Discussion about the possibility of inviting the Vice-Chancellor to address the Committee led 
to this being put to one side, for the present. 

A tour of grounds and gardens may occur next year. 

c) Meeting Room 

It was decided to seek to continue using the larger room in the Potter Centre during 2015. 

12. Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 18 February 2015, at 5.30pm. 

13. Close 

The meeting closed at 6.55 pm. 
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Attachments: 

Updated Actions listing. 

Papers Circulated: 

Nil. 

Future Speakers: 

To be advised. 
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61 2013-08-21 Progress the investigation of the use of Social Media Executive Ongoing 61
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