
Committee of Convocation 

Minutes of Meeting 
held on Wednesday, 17 February 2016, in the Jim Potter Conference Room, 

Old Physics, University of Melbourne, commencing at 5.30 p.m. 
 

1. Welcome 

The President, Ros McMillan, took the chair and opened the meeting. 

2. Guest Speaker 

The guest speaker was James L Allan PhD, Director, Alumni Relations Advancement Office, University of 
Melbourne. 

Dr Allan was a lecturer in Media Studies before entering the field of Alumni Relations, ten years ago. 

At Melbourne, his plan is to create a greater role for alumni relations, working with what is a largely 
untapped resource, in order to enhance the student experience. There are over 370,000 alumni of the 
University at present, and the aim is to inspire the engagement of 100,000 alumni, as active 
participants, volunteers, mentors and donors, by the end of 2021. 

Mention was made of the Pursuit website of the University, at: https://pursuit.unimelb.edu.au/ . The 
website provides informed comment on a range of matters that are of general interest. 

Dr Allan answered questions from members of the Committee in relation to mentoring and 
volunteering. He agreed to consider a role for the Committee of Convocation in achieving his stated 
goals. There is to be on-going dialogue between the President and Dr Allan, to this end. 

The President thanked Dr Allan for his interesting and thought-provoking address. 

3. Attendance 

Members Present: 

Anne Ada, Lesley Boston, Cecily Close, John Harcourt, Irene Jablonka, Ros McMillan, John Nelson, 
Christine Oldham, Barbara Perry (Minute-taker), Ian Rechtman, John Scott, Laurence Simpson, 
Noel Whiting. 

Apologies Received: 

David Bellair, Gary Israel, Beverley-Anne Rodan. 

Leave of Absence: 

David Ford, Peter Ross, Jenny Stillman. 

4. Confirmation of Minutes 

The minutes of the previous meeting, held on 18 November 2015, were confirmed, as issued and 
without alteration. Moved: Noel Whiting, Seconded: Ian Rechtman. 
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5. Election of Office Bearers 

a) President – Ros McMillan was elected, unopposed. 

b) Deputy President – Ian Rechtman was elected. 

c) Secretary – John Scott was elected, unopposed. 

d) Treasurer – John Nelson was elected, unopposed. 

6. Appointments 

a) Dinners Coordinator – Ian Rechtman was appointed. 

b) Speakers and Tours Coordinator – Irene Jablonka was appointed. 

7. Membership 

a) Additions and Withdrawals – nil. Prospective new members were discussed. 

b) Leave of Absence – granted for 2016 to David Ford, Peter Ross and Jenny Stillman. 

8. Report of the President 

The President thanked Ian Rechtman for organizing the end-of-year dinner, held in November. The 
occasion was a great success, and members enjoyed dining in the Karagheusian Room. 

John Nelson was welcomed back after having overcome illness. 

The members of the Committee send their best wishes to Gary Israel for a speedy recovery from illness. 

The President distributed a list of Minute-takers for the year 2016. 

Copies of an article that had been published in The Age, on 21 December 2015, were distributed. 
Written by Richard Teese, the article is entitled “How our elite unis ‘game’ the VCE and ATAR.” 

9. Finance Report 

The Treasurer announced that the bank account balance of the Committee stood at $365.50. 

The Treasurer has requested that any payments to the Committee should be made by bank deposit to 
BSB 633-000 Acct No. 141509497. 

10. Faculties and School Reports 

a) Laurence Simpson reported that Epworth HealthCare is now a teaching hospital, with education 
programs for undergraduate, graduate and postgraduate medical, allied health and nursing 
students, and General Practitioners. Laurie was to give his first lecture next morning. This is the 
first time in Australia that a private hospital has become a teaching hospital. At present there 
are sixteen students. 

b) Irene Jablonka reported on the Research Profiles Conference that was held this month at the 
University of Melbourne. The theme for this year’s conference was “Changing Priorities: 
Strategic Imperatives and Faithful Representations - Research Profiles in a Changing 
Landscape.” An outcome is that experts in various fields can forward a summary of their 
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activities to a virtual platform, available to all media and to interested individuals, to facilitate 
the identification of an expert in a particular subject. 

11. Key Matters for Consideration 

a) Revision of Aims and Objectives 

This matter was deferred until the next meeting of the Committee. 

b) Actions Update 

The Actions listing was reviewed and updated (see attachment). 

c) Membership Development 

To continue. 

12. Other Business 

a) Alumni relations 

The Guest Speaker dealt with this subject, in detail. 

b) Website 

Nothing reported. 

c) Speakers and Tours 

A decision was reached not to give gifts to Guest Speakers or Tour Guides. It was agreed that a 
letter of thanks is sufficient. (Also, refer, below, as arranged by Irene Jablonka.) 

d) Symposium 

Irene Jablonka made the suggestion that in July, when we usually do not have a meeting, we 
hold a symposium and invite speakers having relevant experience to discuss the topic “What it 
is to be a mentor.” The meeting agreed with this idea, particularly in the light of points that had 
been made by the Guest Speaker. 

13. Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 16 March 2016, commencing at 5.30 p.m. 

14. Close 

The meeting closed at 7.25 p.m. 

Attachments: 

Updated Actions listing. 

Listing of Minute-takers for 2016. 

Papers Circulated: 

E-mailed discussion input. 
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Future Speakers and Tours: 

The speaker for next month is to be Dr Kenneth Winkel, a leading Australian toxinologist, former 
Director of the Australian Venom Research Unit (AVRU), and a Senior Research Fellow at the University 
of Melbourne. 

4  
CofC Minutes 17 February 2016 (Rev 0).docx 



COMMITTEE OF CONVOCATION - ACTIONS

Actions to 2016-02-17 (Rev 0).xlsx Page 1 of 1 Printed: 2016-02-22

Ref. No. Date Description Responsibility Status Ref. No.

81 2015-08-19 Consider joining the University of Melbourne Alumni group at www.linkedin.com All In progress 81

85 2015-09-16
Identify individual graduates who may be approached to determine their possible interest in 
joining the Committee

All In progress 85

90 2016-02-17 Consider the organisation of a symposium on mentoring I Jablonka In progress 90





Committee of Convocation 

Minutes of Meeting 
held on Wednesday, 16 March 2016, in the Jim Potter Conference Room, 

Old Physics, University of Melbourne, commencing at 5.30 p.m. 
 

1. Welcome 

The President, Ros McMillan, took the chair and opened the meeting. 

2. Guest Speaker 

The guest speaker was Dr Kenneth Winkel, a leading Australian toxinologist, former Director of the 
Australian Venom Research Unit (AVRU), and a Senior Research Fellow at the University of Melbourne. 

Dr Winkel described his career, and how he had worked in fields which interested him rather than 
accepting well-intentioned advice from senior people, and had moved into the area of tropical 
medicine. He continued the work of Struan Sutherland and succeeded in attracting support from the 
state and federal governments and private donors so that the development of antivenoms could 
continue after the Commonwealth Serum Laboratories was privatised. He has worked in Brazil, is now 
working with Papua New Guinea, and is currently involved in two-way learning with indigenous people 
in Arnhem Land regarding the box jellyfish. He is also involved in a smart phone app to predict the 
likelihood of encountering snakes, bees, wasps and other venomous creatures depending on the 
location, weather, and other factors. 

He described the history of antivenoms, starting in Indo China in the 1890s.  The first tiger snake 
antivenom was developed in Melbourne in 1898 but not utilised because there was no national 
support. 

Members' questions led to an animated discussion, and the President thanked Dr Winkel warmly for his 
most interesting address. 

3. Attendance 

Members Present: 

David Bellair (Minute-taker), Lesley Boston, Cecily Close, John Harcourt, Gary Israel, Irene Jablonka, 
Ros McMillan, John Nelson, Christine Oldham, Barbara Perry, Ian Rechtman, Beverley-Anne Rodan, 
John Scott. 

Apologies Received: 

Anne Ada, Laurence Simpson, Noel Whiting. 

Leave of Absence: 

David Ford, Peter Ross, Jenny Stillman. 

4. Confirmation of Minutes 

The minutes of the previous meeting, held on 17 February 2016, were confirmed, as issued and without 
alteration. Moved: Ian Rechtman, Seconded: Lesley Boston. 
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5. Membership 

a) Additions and Withdrawals – nil. 

b) Leave of Absence – granted for the April 2016 meeting to John Harcourt upon his request. 

6. Report of the President 

The President presented the following report. 

a) She had received a warm letter from the Vice-Chancellor, thanking her for her letter of 
congratulations to him on his continuing appointment. 

b) She had visited Peter Ross and Laurie Simpson at Epworth HealthCare, and she conveyed best 
wishes to all members from Laurie. 

c) She was scheduled, soon, to lunch with Dr James Allan, Director of the Alumni Relations 
Advancement Office, and asked members for their suggestions as to matters that she might 
raise on behalf of the Committee of Convocation. Suggestions from members were: mentoring, 
arranging introductions to faculties, helping recruit new C of C members, facilitating attendance 
at departmental research seminars, and facilitating parking within the University (not 
necessarily gratis) for members having limited mobility and whilst participating in University 
activities. 

During subsequent discussion, it was suggested that the generation gap between C of C members 
and current students, or recent graduates, might cause difficulties in respect of mentoring. 

7. Finance Report 

The Treasurer, John Nelson, announced that the bank account balance of the Committee stood at 
$284.50. 

The Treasurer has requested that any payments to the Committee should be made by bank deposit to 
BSB 633-000 Acct No. 141509497. 

8. Faculties and School Reports 

a) Irene Jablonka reported on a Melbourne School of Engineering meeting, "Facing Hope with 3D 
Printing". The meeting described the process of producing jaw bones made out of perforated 
metal to be implanted in patients having birth defects, missing jaw bones due to cancer surgery 
and various other conditions. Several case studies were presented. The meeting hall was filled 
to capacity. 

b) Barbara Perry reported on a public lecture, given by Dr Gerard Vaughan, Director of the 
National Gallery of Australia, on the topic "Changing the National Gallery of Australia: Re-
thinking the Installations". One of the changes was to move the international art works from 
the ground floor to the first floor, to make way for Australian art. 

9. Key Matters for Consideration 

a) Revision of Aims and Objectives 
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The time available permitted just a brief discussion on the "Role of the Committee of 
Convocation" document that had been circulated with the meeting agenda. Several members 
contributed to the discussion and there seemed to be agreement that: 

 C of C members valued the opportunity to learn about the University and enjoyed the 
social contact with other members; 

 Involvement with faculties seemed no longer possible, except that one member is 
closely involved in teaching; 

 Although the C of C submission on Growing Esteem had been well received, there were 
no formal ways to provide graduate input to the University; 

 Overall, the C of C should keep those items which were working, but drop those which 
were not. 

b) Irene Jablonka agreed to put in writing her ideas on mentoring, for circulation to members. 

c) Actions Update 

The Actions listing was reviewed and updated (see attachment). 

d) Membership Development 

To continue. 

10. Other Business 

a) Alumni relations 

To be pursued by the President as noted at item 6 (d), above. 

b) Website 

Nothing reported. 

c) Speakers and Tours 

The following report was provided by Irene Jablonka. 

March 8, 2016 Tour 

The first tour this year was to the Victorian College of the Arts (VCA) School of Dance. The 
School is located at the Southbank Campus. It is part of the University of Melbourne Faculty 
known as VCA and the Melbourne Conservatorium of Music. The members of the tour group 
were welcomed and treated as guests of the School. The Head of School, Jenny Kinder, and a 
representative of the external relations office, Allison Groves, showed the group around the 
building. 

Roy Grounds designed the building in 1978, under the watchful eye of Anne Woolliams, the 
First Dean of Dance, at the VCA, nearly forty years ago. It still caters to the needs of current 
students. 

Jenny Kinder is the first Australian Head of the School of Dance. We visited a number of classes 
including a Graduate Students class on movement, a second year ballet class and a jazz dance 
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class for Music Theatre Students. We were allowed to sit in on the last two classes and watched 
the students interact with the ballet teachers who took them through a number of sequences 
and postures. 

The energy in that building and in the classes was palpable. Great instructors demonstrated 
moves and coaxed the students to follow. The jazz improvisation class had more male students 
than females. The reverse was true in the other classes. 

It was a highly successful tour. We were allowed to stay nearly an hour more than scheduled. 

(Also, refer, below, as arranged by Irene Jablonka.) 

11. Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 20 April 2016, commencing at 5.30 p.m. 

12. Close 

The meeting closed at 7.10 pm. 

Attachments: 

Updated Actions listing. 

Papers Circulated: 

E-mailed discussion input. 

Future Speakers and Tours: 

Irene Jablonka advised that the speaker planned for the May meeting is Dr Kathleen Gray, from the 
University Medical School, who is working together with the School of Mathematics and the Graduate 
School of Education, and who will speak on e-health. 
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COMMITTEE OF CONVOCATION - ACTIONS

Actions to 2016-03-16 (Rev 0).xlsx Page 1 of 1 Printed: 2016-03-21

Ref. No. Date Description Responsibility Status Ref. No.

81 2015-08-19 Consider joining the University of Melbourne Alumni group at www.linkedin.com All In progress 81

85 2015-09-16
Identify individual graduates who may be approached to determine their possible interest in 
joining the Committee

All In progress 85

90 2016-02-17 Consider the organisation of a symposium on mentoring - prepare position paper I Jablonka In progress 90



Committee of Convocation 

Minutes of Meeting 
held on Wednesday, 20 April 2016, in the Jim Potter Conference Room, 

Old Physics, University of Melbourne, commencing at 5.30 pm. 
 

1. Welcome 

The President, Ros McMillan, took the chair and opened the meeting. 

2. Guest Speaker 

The guest speaker was Dr Kathleen Gray, senior research fellow in health informatics in the Faculty of 
Medicine, Dentistry and Health Sciences and the Department of Computing and Information Systems. 

Dr Gray, with a background in librarianship and information management plus overseas experience, 
especially in hospitals, obtained her PhD, in 2001, from the Graduate School of Education of the 
University. Her thesis dealt with the way in which the World Wide Web was changing university 
teaching. 

Since 2005 Dr Gray has been a senior researcher in the Health and Biomedical Informatics Centre of the 
University, with a joint appointment in the Melbourne Medical School and the Department of 
Computing and Information Systems. She has worked in accordance with a mandate to build up a 
service unit which would conduct research and teach informatics. The purpose is to improve health 
systems through the better dissemination of the most up-to-date data. The mobilization of fast-
changing technology is essential to this. Dr Gray provides courses and lectures in health systems and 
technology. 

Members present were able to ask questions of Dr Gray, following which the President thanked Dr Gray 
for her most interesting address. 

3. Attendance 

Members Present: 

David Bellair, Lesley Boston, Cecily Close (Minute-taker), Gary Israel, Irene Jablonka, Ros McMillan, 
Christine Oldham, Barbara Perry, Ian Rechtman, John Scott, Laurence Simpson. 

Apologies Received: 

Anne Ada, John Nelson, Beverley-Anne Rodan, Noel Whiting. 

Leave of Absence: 

David Ford, John Harcourt, Peter Ross, Jenny Stillman. 

4. Confirmation of Minutes 

The minutes of the previous meeting, held on 16 March 2016, were confirmed, as issued and without 
alteration. Moved: Lesley Boston Seconded: Ian Rechtman. 
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5. Membership 

a) Additions and Withdrawals – nil. 

b) Leave of Absence – as previously approved. 

6. Report of the President 

a) The President reported on her recent lunch meeting with Dr James Allan, Director of Alumni 
Relations at the University. Matters raised included the possibility of mentoring students, 
discussed at the last Committee meeting. Agreeing that this might not be an activity in which 
the Committee could easily engage with success, Dr Allan did say that passion for the University 
of Melbourne is a central value of the Committee and that he would like to capitalise on that. It 
is understood that further advice as to mentoring might be forth-coming from Dr Allan and his 
staff. 

Dr Allan suggested that we might consider undertaking a history project, which might be used 
to engage others in support of the institution. He is to send to the President the “skills matrix”, 
prepared for other alumni groups, which will assist the identification of our particular strengths 
for purposes of engagement with the Deans. 

Relevant discussion then ensued amongst Committee members present at the meeting. 

b) Car parking for Committee attendees was discussed at the lunch meeting with Dr Allan. Wilson 
is to be followed up regarding use of the Underground Car Park. 

Laurie Simpson mentioned that the underground car park is empty after 5 pm; also, that he had 
recently been fined for parking in the grounds without a parking permit. 

c) The President read a new version of the “Aims and Objectives” of the Committee of 
Convocation that she had prepared following comments made on the former version at the last 
meeting of the Committee. The new version (Rev 3) is to be circulated to members for their 
consideration. 

7. Finance Report 

The Treasurer, John Nelson, though unavoidably absent, had provided the information that the bank 
account balance of the Committee stood at $284.50. 

The Treasurer has requested that any payments to the Committee should be made by bank deposit to 
BSB 633-000 Acct No. 141509497. 

8. Faculties and School Reports 

a) Christine Oldham reported attending a presentation in the Graduate School of Education on a 
UK study of the employment of Teachers’ Aids to helping weaker students in the classroom. 
Research over five years had shown that no more progress was made by weaker students who 
had had this help than by those who had not. Reasons for this were suggested and 
recommendations were made to improve the effectiveness of Teachers’ Aids by paying more 
attention to their training and classroom practice. 
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b) Irene Jablonka reported attending a presentation by Dr Penny Whetton of the CSIRO on the 
work of its Climate Science Unit with the Bureau of Meteorology of Victoria. The subject was 
“Regional Climate Projections for Australia: a key input into national adaptation planning”. 
Numerous charts were displayed, these showing climate data relating to rainfall, ocean depth, 
water levels etc. recorded over many decades. Such data sets are of great importance in 
modelling for the prediction of changes and they are made available, through a website, to 
industries and organisations concerned with the study of the subjects covered. 

9. Key Matters for Consideration 

a) Actions Update 

The Actions listing was reviewed and updated (see attachment). 

b) Revision of Aims and Objectives 

The latest revision is to be the subject of consideration at the next meeting of the Committee. 

c) Membership Development 

To continue, as an Action item. 

10. Other Business 

a) Website 

In the absence of John Harcourt, nothing was reported. 

b) Speakers and Tours 

Irene Jablonka mentioned that the tours often could not be timed exactly due to the high 
degree of engagement both by the members attending and by the tour hosts. For this reason it 
is best to have the tours on days other than meeting days. With this arrangement, tours no 
longer need to come to an abrupt end to enable participating members to be punctual for 
monthly meetings. 

She reported that the next tour will be held on Friday 20 May 2016 at Janet Clarke Hall, 
commencing, there, at 10 am. 

(Also, refer, below, as arranged by Irene Jablonka.) 

c) The Committee intends to review the recently issued Sustainability Charter of the University. 
Ian Rechtman and Laurie Simpson will collaborate to initiate the generation of a Committee 
Position Paper on the subject. 

11. Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 18 May 2016, commencing at 5.30 pm. 

12. Close 

The meeting closed at 7.10 pm. 
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Attachments: 

Updated Actions listing. 

Draft Refined Aims and Objectives (Rev 3). 

Papers Circulated: 

E-mailed discussion input. 

Future Speakers and Tours: 

Irene Jablonka advised that the speaker at the May meeting is to be Professor Tony Coady, 
distinguished philosopher and historian, who is from the Faculty of Arts. 
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COMMITTEE OF CONVOCATION - ACTIONS

Actions to 2016-04-20 (Rev 0).xlsx Page 1 of 1 Printed: 2016-05-01

Ref. No. Date Description Responsibility Status Ref. No.

85 2015-09-16
Identify individual graduates who may be approached to determine their possible interest in 
joining the Committee

All In progress 85

90 2016-02-17 Consider the organisation of a symposium on mentoring - prepare position paper I Jablonka In progress 90

91 2016-04-20 Draft a position paper in relation to the Sustainability Charter of the University
L Simpson,
I Rechtman

In progress 91



Refined Aims and Objectives of the Committee of Convocation 
At the Committee of Convocation meeting of 20 April 2016 the following have been 
proposed for consideration. 

Role of the Committee of Convocation 

1. Seek to inform members about the policies, practices, facilities and equipment 
of the University through speakers, tours, reports back from members and 
direct involvement in faculties and schools where possible. 

2. Be prepared to express a Graduate viewpoint after careful consideration by 
members - recognising that, given the independence of the C of C, this can be 
pursued vigorously, if necessary. 

3. Provide a forum for social interaction and exchange of views between 
Graduates of those faculties represented by members of the C of C. 

4. Stand ready to support the University, Alumni Relations and the Alumni 
Council where possible. 

5. Explore links to Alumni via Staff news bulletins and social media. 
6. Build the membership of the Committee achieving a greater diversity of 

members and allow electronic communication for those members who would 
prefer such contact. 

7. Seek to have senior members of the University’s administrative staff interact 
with the Committee through invitations to address the group. 

Ways and Means 

1. Asking questions of targeted speakers at Committee meetings. 
2. Writing letters and presenting the Committee’s view and / or developing 

written questions. 
3. Sending delegations to present viewpoints. 
4. Supporting the University through donations and participation in its activities. 
5. Widening contacts and extending membership by recommending potential 

new members and exploring additional avenues. 
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Committee of Convocation 

Minutes of Meeting 
held on Wednesday, 18 May 2016, in the Jim Potter Conference Room, 

Old Physics, University of Melbourne, commencing at 5.30 pm. 
 

1. Welcome 

The President, Ros McMillan, took the chair and opened the meeting. 

2. Guest Speaker 

The guest Speaker was Professor Tony Coady, distinguished philosopher and historian, from the Faculty 
of Arts. 

Professor Coady began his presentation with amusing anecdotes from the non-academic side of his 
career. While undertaking a Bachelor of Arts at the University of Sydney he worked as a journalist at the 
Sydney Sun newspaper. He started as a copy boy, then moved to court reports, crime, steward’s 
inquiries, fish markets and stock markets. Later he was a film reviewer for Pix magazine then moved to 
news reporting on the ABC. 

He became interested in philosophy because of its connection with religion. After completing his BA in 
Sydney, Professor Coady came to the University of Melbourne on a scholarship to study for a Master of 
Arts degree. This was followed by some time at the University of Oxford, studying for a Bachelor of 
Philosophy. It was during his time at Oxford that he met many influential academics. In 1966 Professor 
Coady returned to the University of Melbourne, as a philosophy lecturer. 

Professor Coady spoke about his time as director of the Centre for Philosophy and Public issues at the 
University of Melbourne and, later, as deputy director for the Centre for Applied Philosophy and 
Political Ethics. During this time he wrote Testimony - A Philosophical Study. The book was widely 
praised for its impact on developments in contemporary epistemology. Currently, key interests of 
Professor Coady are epistemology, political philosophy and practical ethics. He pointed out that 
changes have occurred in the public perception of philosophy since the 1970s. 

The President thanked Professor Coady for his entertaining and engaging address. 

3. Attendance 

Members Present: 

David Bellair, Cecily Close, John Harcourt, Gary Israel, Irene Jablonka, Ros McMillan, John Nelson, 
Christine Oldham (Minute-taker), Barbara Perry, Ian Rechtman, John Scott. 

Apologies Received: 

Anne Ada, Lesley Boston, Beverley-Anne Rodan, Laurence Simpson, Noel Whiting. 

Leave of Absence: 

David Ford, Peter Ross, Jenny Stillman. 
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4. Confirmation of Minutes 

The minutes of the previous meeting, held on 20 April 2016, were confirmed, as issued and without 
alteration. 

5. Membership 

a) Additions and Withdrawals – nil. 

b) Leave of Absence – as previously approved. 

6. Report of the President 

a) The President referred back to her April report on her meeting with James Allan, Director of 
Alumni Relations, and the possibility of the C of C undertaking a ‘History Project’. Since then the 
President has been in touch with Sarah Banks, Deputy Director of Alumni Relations, who has 
clarified that the suggestion is not for us to write a history of the University, but rather to make 
contact with James Waghorne, Research Officer for the History of the University Unit. The 
President will meet with James Waghorne and Sarah Banks in the coming weeks to discuss this 
further. 

b) The University of Melbourne Alumni Council Skills Matrix was distributed. 

Members were encouraged to suggest skills that could be added to the matrix. 

John Harcourt will scan the document and make relevant alterations, then send it to the 
President for discussion with Sarah Banks. 

c) The President proposed that an invitation to University staff should be issued so that they might 
attend at the commencement of C of C meetings to permit a wider appreciation of the excellent 
speaker presentations that members now enjoy. This proposal met with the approval of the 
members present. 

d) The President had contacted the parking office about C of C members parking in the 
underground car park to attend monthly meetings. She had pointed out that members would 
be happy to pay and that parking would be needed only on the 3rd Wednesday of each month, 
after 5pm. The parking office had recommended that she contact Michelle Frenchman. The 
content of a letter from the President to Michelle Frenchman was discussed. 

7. Finance Report 

The Treasurer, John Nelson, advised that the bank account balance of the Committee stood at $194.80, 
a sum of $89.70 having been spent on the website, since the previous report. 

The Treasurer has requested that any payments to the Committee should be made by bank deposit to 
BSB 633-000 Acct No. 141509497. 

8. Faculties and School Reports 

a) Irene Jablonka reported on her attendance at a seminar presented by Dr Kathleen Gray, last 
month’s guest speaker. The seminar dealt with electronic medical records generated from a 
bracelet, or other monitoring device, worn by individuals, which can transmit data to a central 
location for recording and analysis. Patients and their doctors have access to the information 
and notification of significant readings can be made, if necessary. This is currently in use in the 
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USA and in Europe, but hospitals in Australia have yet to adopt this technology. It is understood, 
however, that the Children’s Hospital is approaching the stage of adopting such technology. 

b) Irene Jablonka also attended a Science Faculty Dean’s lecture given in collaboration with the 
Carlton Connect Initiative. The presenter was astrophysicist and writer Dr Janna Levin, who 
spoke about the recent experimental confirmation of the existence of gravitational waves, the 
effect of black holes colliding and implications of this for our understanding of the Universe. 

9. Key Matters for Consideration 

a) Actions Update 

The Actions listing was reviewed and updated (see attachment). 

In respect of mentoring, Irene Jablonka advised that she knows of people who have found 
mentoring to be a positive experience. For example, a man she knows regularly takes students 
into his engineering business. Various mentoring programs are available. Irene Jablonka will 
circulate a paper that will include a list of mentoring programs available at the University. 

Mentoring is very successful in the Dental School and in Law. There is an Inspiring story in the 
current issue of 3010. 

b) Revision of Aims and Objectives 

The latest revision is to be the subject of consideration at the next meeting of the Committee 
and the members were asked to study this matter in preparation for that meeting. 

c) Review of the University Sustainability Charter 

Ian Rechtman led a discussion on the paper, Report to the Committee of Convocation - 
Sustainability Charter. The paper had been prepared by Ian Rechtman and Laurie Simpson and 
distributed prior to the meeting. 

Discussion ensued on the content and purpose of the Sustainability Charter, and it was 
suggested that the office of the Vice-Chancellor be contacted for further information. John 
Scott was asked to prepare a draft letter incorporating several questions that had arisen from 
the discussion. 

It was noted that the Sustainability Charter website invites readers to provide input. 

Members thanked Ian Rechtman, Laurie Simpson, David Bellair and John Scott for their work on 
the matter of Sustainability, so far. 

[Note by the Secretary: E-mail discussions and further research, carried out subsequent to the 
meeting, have clarified that the University has in train an extensive process of consultation, in 
respect of Sustainability. Accordingly, an on-line expression of interest in that process has been 
made on behalf of the Committee and a letter will not be prepared, at this stage.] 
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10. Other Business 

a) Website 

John Harcourt has been experiencing difficulties due to the large file size of some components 
of the website. 

b) Speakers and Tours 

(Refer, below, as arranged by Irene Jablonka.) 

c) July Lunch 

Ian Rechtman will organise the July lunch for members. 

11. Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 15 June 2016, commencing at 5.30 pm. 

12. Close 

The meeting closed at 7.10 pm. 

Attachments: 

Updated Actions listing. 

Papers Circulated: 

E-mailed discussion input. 

Report on Sustainability (Rev 0). 

Future Speakers and Tours: 

Irene Jablonka advised that the guest speaker for the June meeting is to be Dr Haripriya Rangan, the 
newly appointed director of Research and Academic Programs at the Australia India Institute. 

There would be a tour of Janet Clarke on Friday 20 May at 10.00am, and a tour of Bio 21, at 30 
Flemington Road, on Monday 06 June at 10.30am. 
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COMMITTEE OF CONVOCATION - ACTIONS

Actions to 2016-05-18 (Rev 0).xlsx Page 1 of 1 Printed: 2016-05-25

Ref. No. Date Description Responsibility Status Ref. No.

85 2015-09-16
Identify individual graduates who may be approached to determine their possible interest in 
joining the Committee

All In progress 85

90 2016-02-17 Consider opportunities for mentoring - prepare and circulate position paper I Jablonka In progress 90

91 2016-04-20 Progress an approach to the University in respect of its Sustainability Charter Secretary In progress 91

92 2016-05-18 Meet with Dr James Waghorne of the History of the University Unit President In progress 92

93 2016-05-18 Distribute a skills matrix form to all members for completion President In progress 93

94 2016-05-18
Progress an approach to the University in respect of car parking for members of the 
Committee

President In progress 94

95 2016-05-18 Invite all University staff to attend C of C speaker presentations President In progress 95



Committee of Convocation 

Minutes of Meeting 
held on Wednesday, 15 June 2016, in the Jim Potter Conference Room, 

Old Physics, University of Melbourne, commencing at 5.30 pm. 
 

1. Welcome 

The President, Ros McMillan, took the chair and opened the meeting. 

2. Guest Speaker 

The Guest Speaker was Dr Haripriya Rangan from the Australia India Institute. She is the newly 
appointed Director of Research and Academic Programmes. 

Dr Rangan spoke of her broad-ranging experience at the intersection of the social sciences and 
technology. She has gained significant experience in the United States of America and in South Africa, 
amongst other countries. 

At the University of Melbourne, Dr Rangan has responsibility for the development of meaningful and 
lasting academic relationships, links and programs with institutions and individuals in India. 

The President thanked Dr Rangan for her entertaining and engaging address. 

3. Attendance 

Members Present: 

Anne Ada, David Bellair, Lesley Boston, Cecily Close, John Harcourt, Gary Israel, Irene Jablonka, 
Ros McMillan, John Nelson, Christine Oldham, Barbara Perry, Ian Rechtman, John Scott, 
Laurence Simpson, Noel Whiting (Minute-taker). 

Apologies Received: 

Beverley-Anne Rodan. 

Leave of Absence: 

David Ford, Peter Ross, Jenny Stillman. 

4. Confirmation of Minutes 

The minutes of the previous meeting, held on 18 May 2016, were confirmed, as issued and without 
alteration. 

5. Membership 

a) Additions and Withdrawals 

The President advised that Elizabeth Mitchell would attend the next meeting of the Committee as a 
prospective member. 

b) Leave of Absence – as previously approved. 
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6. Report of the President 

a) The President reported on her completion and the distribution of the Skills Matrix and on her 
arrangements for the completion and submission of individual summaries of skills on the part of 
other members, according to their choice. 

b) The President confirmed that she had arranged for an invitation to University staff to be issued 
so that they might attend at the commencement of C of C meetings to permit a wider 
appreciation of the excellent speaker presentations that members now enjoy. 

c) The President has contacted the parking office about C of C members parking in the 
underground car park to attend monthly meetings and the response has been positive. Parking 
permits are to be mailed to members. 

7. Finance Report 

The Treasurer, John Nelson, advised that the bank account balance of the Committee stood unchanged, 
at $194.80. 

The Treasurer has requested that any payments to the Committee should be made by bank deposit to 
BSB 633-000 Acct No. 141509497. 

8. Faculties and Schools Reports 

a) Ros McMillan reported on her attendance, on 23 April 2016, at the launch of the newly 
refurbished ‘Synthi 100’ at a concert held at the Arts Centre. The event was presented by Les 
Craythorn, recently retired from the Faculty of VCA & MCM, who was responsible for the 
refurbishment. 

b) Irene Jablonka reported on her attendance, on 02 June 2016, at a reception and address to 
mark the 100 year anniversary of CSL (Commonwealth Serum Laboratories). The address was by 
the CEO, Professor Andrew Nash, with a particular focus on the future role of CSL. 

c) Gary Israel distributed two newspaper articles of interest and relevance. These dealt, 
respectively, with governance at the University of Sydney (with mention of the outstanding 
work of its Senate) and with the questionable open entry policy of many universities and its 
effect on costs. 

d) Anne Ada reported on her participation at a recent event concerning the delivery of education. 

9. Key Matters for Consideration 

a) Actions Update 

The Actions listing was reviewed and updated (see attachment). 

b) Revision of Aims and Objectives 

The document Refined Aims and Objectives of the Committee of Convocation (Rev 3) was 
approved, with a slight amendment that was suggested by Lesley Boston. The Secretary is to 
distribute the finalised document to all members. 
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c) Review of the University Sustainability Charter 

Following discussion of this matter it was agreed that the President would write to the Vice-
Chancellor advising that the Committee has noted and discussed the Sustainability Charter of 
the University and that it will watch the development of the Sustainability Plan with interest. 

10. Other Business 

a) Website 

John Harcourt reported that the counter has been revised to provide an improved record of 
visits to the website. 

b) Speakers and Tours 

(Refer, below, as arranged by Irene Jablonka.) 

c) July Luncheon 

Ian Rechtman will organise the luncheon for members that is to be held on Wednesday 20 July 
2016. 

d) Notice of Motion 

A Notice of Motion (copy attached), to be put at the next meeting, was brought forward by Ian 
Rechtman. 

11. Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 17 August 2016, commencing at 5.30 pm. 

12. Close 

The meeting closed at 7.30 pm. 

Attachments: 

Updated Actions listing; 

Notice of Motion. 

Papers Circulated: 

E-mailed discussion input; 

Refined Aims and Objectives of the Committee of Convocation (Rev 3); 

Notification of luncheon to be held on 20 July 2016. 

Future Speakers and Tours: 

Irene Jablonka has advised that the Guest Speaker for the August meeting is to be Dr Eric Treml, 
Lecturer in Marine Biology in the School of BioSciences at the University. 
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COMMITTEE OF CONVOCATION - ACTIONS

Actions to 2016-06-15 (Rev 0).xlsx Page 1 of 1 Printed: 2016-07-08

Ref. No. Date Description Responsibility Status Ref. No.

85 2015-09-16
Identify individual graduates who may be approached to determine their possible interest in 
joining the Committee

All In progress 85

92 2016-05-18 Meet with Dr James Waghorne of the History of the University Unit President In progress 92

96 2016-06-15
Write to the Vice-Chancellor advising that the Committee has noted and discussed the 
Sustainability Charter of the University and that it will watch the development of the 
Sustainability Plan with interest.

President In progress 96





Committee of Convocation 

Minutes of Meeting 
held on Wednesday, 17 August 2016, in the Jim Potter Conference Room, 

Old Physics, University of Melbourne, commencing at 5.30 pm. 
 

1. Welcome 

The President, Ros McMillan, took the chair and opened the meeting at 5.30 pm. She welcomed the 
members and visitors present. 

2. Guest Speaker 

The Guest Speaker was Dr Eric Treml, Lecturer in Marine Biology in the School of BioSciences at the 
University. He spoke of his “academic journey”, interests and work. 

Dr Treml was educated in the USA, initially, and subsequently worked at the University of Queensland. 
He now works at the University of Melbourne. His field of study is Marine and Spatial Ecology and he 
has studied both tropical and temperate marine ecological systems. His pillars of research are 
concerned with population connectivity, how that affects biodiversity and how the findings may assist 
the creation of improved systems of ecology management. 

The President thanked Dr Treml for his interesting and informative address. 

3. Attendance 

Members Present: 

Anne Ada, David Bellair, Lesley Boston (Minute-taker), Cecily Close, John Harcourt, Gary Israel, 
Irene Jablonka, Ros McMillan, John Nelson, Christine Oldham, Barbara Perry, Ian Rechtman, John Scott, 
Laurence Simpson. 

Visitor Present: 

David Janson, graduate in Law 

Apologies Received: 

Beverley-Anne Rodan, Noel Whiting. 

Leave of Absence: 

David Ford, Peter Ross, Jenny Stillman. 

4. Confirmation of Minutes 

The minutes of the previous meeting, held on 15 June 2016, were confirmed, as issued and without 
alteration. 
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5. Membership 

a) Additions and Withdrawals 

The President advised that Elizabeth Mitchell, a prospective member, was unable to attend this 
meeting as a result of illness. 

b) Leave of Absence – as previously approved and, additionally, approved for Ian Rechtman in 
September 2016. 

6. Motions on Notice 

Notice of motion had been provided by Ian Rechtman. During the meeting the wording was modified 
and the motion was put to the vote in the following form: 

“The use of Committee of Convocation group e-mails should be restricted to: 
1. The President; 
2. The Secretary re agendas, minutes, Vice-Chancellor reports, and Faculties and Schools reports; 
3. Advice re upcoming tours; 
4. Advice on social events; 
5. Financial reports.” 

The motion, as put and voted upon, was proposed by Ian Rechtman and seconded by John Nelson. It 
was carried. 
 
A second amended motion, of which notice had been given by Irene Jablonka, was withdrawn. 

7. Report of the President 

a) The President reported on the success of her application for the grant of on-campus parking 
permits for members attending meetings of the Committee, an outcome that gave cause for 
general delight. 

b) The President congratulated Ian Rechtman for his organisation of a most successful mid-year 
luncheon that took place on 20 July 2016. 

8. Finance Report 

The Treasurer, John Nelson, advised that the bank account balance of the Committee stood, 
unchanged, at $194.80. 

The Treasurer has requested that any payments to the Committee should be made by bank deposit to 
BSB 633-000 Acct No. 141509497. 

9. Faculties and Schools Reports 

a) Gary Israel reported his intention to attend the opening of the new Arts West building, soon to 
occur. 

b) Irene Jablonka reported on her attendance, on 26 July 2016, of a lecture entitled “Brain in a 
Dish”, given by Professor Stan Skafidas, Director of the Centre for Neural Engineering at the 
Melbourne School of Engineering. He discussed the recent advances in brain in a dish 
technology and intracellular sensors. 
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c) It was noted that a Dental Advisory Committee report prepared by John Harcourt had been 
distributed to members since the last meeting of the Committee. 

10. Key Matters for Consideration 

a) Actions Update 

The Actions listing was reviewed and updated (see attachment). 

b) History of the University Input 

The President confirmed her plan to meet with Dr James Waghorne of the History of the 
University Unit to ascertain the best means for the Committee to contribute. 

c) Mentoring 

There was general agreement that mentoring activities do not closely align with the priorities of 
the Committee and that, accordingly, mentoring will not be pursued. 

11. Other Business 

a) Website 

John Harcourt reported that the counter, provided to record the number of visits to the 
website, had revealed that the only hits were his - as he updated the site. 

[The address of the website is: 
http://www.cofcmelbuni.org/Committee_of_Convocation/Homepage.html ] 

b) Speakers and Tours 

Irene Jablonka reported on the 01 July 2016 tour of the new Comprehensive Cancer Centre, 
which was attended by some members of the Committee Convocation and invited guests from 
Graduate House, Dr Kerry Bennett (CEO), Mr Vincent Mirabelli (member of Council) and Mr 
David Sparks (Past Chairman of Council). 

(Refer, below, as arranged by Irene Jablonka.) 

c) Alumni Council Elections 

Mention was made of the recent University announcement calling for nominations for election 
to membership of the Alumni Council. 

12. Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 21 September 2016, commencing at 5.30 pm. 

13. Close 

The meeting closed at 7.30 pm. 

Attachments: 

Updated Actions listing. 
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Papers Circulated: 

E-mailed discussion input. 

Future Speakers and Tours: 

Irene Jablonka has advised that the Guest Speaker for the September 2016 meeting is to be Professor 
Colin Nettelbeck, Emeritus Professor (Honorary) of French Studies in the Faculty of Arts. For the 
October 2016 meeting, the guest speaker details remain to be confirmed. 

_________________________ 
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COMMITTEE OF CONVOCATION - ACTIONS

Actions to 2016-08-17 (Rev 0).xlsx Page 1 of 1 Printed: 2016-08-18

Ref. No. Date Description Responsibility Status Ref. No.

85 2015-09-16
Identify individual graduates who may be approached to determine their possible interest in 
joining the Committee

All In progress 85

92 2016-05-18 Meet with Dr James Waghorne of the History of the University Unit President In progress 92



Committee of Convocation 

Minutes of Meeting 
held on Wednesday, 17 August 2016, in the Jim Potter Conference Room, 

Old Physics, University of Melbourne, commencing at 5.30 pm. 
 

1. Welcome 

The President, Ros McMillan, took the chair and opened the meeting at 5.30 pm. She welcomed the 
members and visitors present. 

2. Guest Speaker 

The Guest Speaker was Dr Eric Treml, Lecturer in Marine Biology in the School of BioSciences at the 
University. He spoke of his “academic journey”, interests and work. 

Dr Treml was educated in the USA, initially, and subsequently worked at the University of Queensland. 
He now works at the University of Melbourne. His field of study is Marine and Spatial Ecology and he 
has studied both tropical and temperate marine ecological systems. His pillars of research are 
concerned with population connectivity, how that affects biodiversity and how the findings may assist 
the creation of improved systems of ecology management. 

The President thanked Dr Treml for his interesting and informative address. 

3. Attendance 

Members Present: 

Anne Ada, David Bellair, Lesley Boston (Minute-taker), Cecily Close, John Harcourt, Gary Israel, 
Irene Jablonka, Ros McMillan, John Nelson, Christine Oldham, Barbara Perry, Ian Rechtman, John Scott, 
Laurence Simpson. 

Visitor Present: 

David Janson, graduate in Law 

Apologies Received: 

Beverley-Anne Rodan, Noel Whiting. 

Leave of Absence: 

David Ford, Peter Ross, Jenny Stillman. 

4. Confirmation of Minutes 

The minutes of the previous meeting, held on 15 June 2016, were confirmed, as issued and without 
alteration. 
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5. Membership 

a) Additions and Withdrawals 

The President advised that Elizabeth Mitchell, a prospective member, was unable to attend this 
meeting as a result of illness. 

b) Leave of Absence – as previously approved and, additionally, approved for Ian Rechtman in 
September 2016. 

6. Motions on Notice 

Notice of motion had been provided by Ian Rechtman. During the meeting the wording was modified 
and the motion was put to the vote in the following form: 

“The use of Committee of Convocation group e-mails should be restricted to: 
1. The President; 
2. The Secretary re agendas, minutes, Vice-Chancellor reports, and Faculties and Schools reports; 
3. Advice re upcoming tours; 
4. Advice on social events; 
5. Financial reports.” 

The motion, as put and voted upon, was proposed by Ian Rechtman and seconded by John Nelson. It 
was carried. 
 
A second amended motion, of which notice had been given by Irene Jablonka, was withdrawn. 

7. Report of the President 

a) The President reported on the success of her application for the grant of on-campus parking 
permits for members attending meetings of the Committee, an outcome that gave cause for 
general delight. 

b) The President congratulated Ian Rechtman for his organisation of a most successful mid-year 
luncheon that took place on 20 July 2016. 

8. Finance Report 

The Treasurer, John Nelson, advised that the bank account balance of the Committee stood, 
unchanged, at $194.80. 

The Treasurer has requested that any payments to the Committee should be made by bank deposit to 
BSB 633-000 Acct No. 141509497. 

9. Faculties and Schools Reports 

a) Gary Israel reported his intention to attend the opening of the new Arts West building, soon to 
occur. 

b) Irene Jablonka reported on her attendance, on 26 July 2016, of a lecture entitled “Brain in a 
Dish”, given by Professor Stan Skafidas, Director of the Centre for Neural Engineering at the 
Melbourne School of Engineering. He discussed the recent advances in brain in a dish 
technology and intracellular sensors. 
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c) It was noted that a Dental Advisory Committee report prepared by John Harcourt had been 
distributed to members since the last meeting of the Committee. 

10. Key Matters for Consideration 

a) Actions Update 

The Actions listing was reviewed and updated (see attachment). 

b) History of the University Input 

The President confirmed her plan to meet with Dr James Waghorne of the History of the 
University Unit to ascertain the best means for the Committee to contribute. 

c) Mentoring 

There was general agreement that mentoring activities do not closely align with the priorities of 
the Committee and that, accordingly, mentoring will not be pursued. 

11. Other Business 

a) Website 

John Harcourt reported that the counter, provided to record the number of visits to the 
website, had revealed that the only hits were his - as he updated the site. 

[The address of the website is: 
http://www.cofcmelbuni.org/Committee_of_Convocation/Homepage.html ] 

b) Speakers and Tours 

Irene Jablonka reported on the 01 July 2016 tour of the new Comprehensive Cancer Centre, 
which was attended by some members of the Committee Convocation and invited guests from 
Graduate House, Dr Kerry Bennett (CEO), Mr Vincent Mirabelli (member of Council) and Mr 
David Sparks (Past Chairman of Council). 

(Refer, below, as arranged by Irene Jablonka.) 

c) Alumni Council Elections 

Mention was made of the recent University announcement calling for nominations for election 
to membership of the Alumni Council. 

12. Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 21 September 2016, commencing at 5.30 pm. 

13. Close 

The meeting closed at 7.30 pm. 

Attachments: 

Updated Actions listing. 
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Papers Circulated: 

E-mailed discussion input. 

Future Speakers and Tours: 

Irene Jablonka has advised that the Guest Speaker for the September 2016 meeting is to be Professor 
Colin Nettelbeck, Emeritus Professor (Honorary) of French Studies in the Faculty of Arts. For the 
October 2016 meeting, the guest speaker details remain to be confirmed. 

_________________________ 
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COMMITTEE OF CONVOCATION - ACTIONS

Actions to 2016-08-17 (Rev 0).xlsx Page 1 of 1 Printed: 2016-08-18

Ref. No. Date Description Responsibility Status Ref. No.

85 2015-09-16
Identify individual graduates who may be approached to determine their possible interest in 
joining the Committee

All In progress 85

92 2016-05-18 Meet with Dr James Waghorne of the History of the University Unit President In progress 92



Committee of Convocation 

Minutes of Meeting 
held on Wednesday, 21 September 2016, in the Jim Potter Conference Room, 

Old Physics, University of Melbourne, commencing at 5.30 pm. 
 

1. Welcome 

The President, Ros McMillan, took the chair and opened the meeting at 5.30 pm. She welcomed all of 
those present. 

2. Guest Speaker 

The Guest Speaker was Professor Colin Nettelbeck, Emeritus Professor (Honorary) of French Studies in 
the Faculty of Arts. 

Professor Nettelbeck has been studying a unique set of letters written by French soldiers to Australians 
during the First World War. He spoke of his twin projects: to write an historical overview of 
Australian/French relations from 1788 to the present and to write of the relations between the two 
countries during World War One. 

He has studied French from his school days in Adelaide. He was much influenced, while reading the 
Count of Monte Cristo in French in senior school, to find that he was able to understand without 
translating into English. 

Professor Nettelbeck‘s first project recognises that the French were very interested in the Great South 
Land from very early times and they arrived in Botany Bay soon after Captain Arthur Phillip. His study 
also includes French communities that were here from the first days of European settlement and early 
trade with France in wool. There were Frenchmen who participated in the Gold Rushes. 

In relation to the second project of Professor Nettelbeck, he mentioned that notable French people 
were here and they worked hard to rally support for the French people and army. $25 million was 
raised for the French Red Cross. Madame Crivelli approached the Melbourne biscuit makers Swallow 
and Ariell and she succeeded in having female workers correspond with French soldiers, particularly 
those who were isolated from family members. 

The President thanked Professor Nettelbeck for his interesting and informative address. 

3. Attendance 

Members: 

Anne Ada, Lesley Boston, Cecily Close, John Harcourt, Gary Israel (Minute-taker), Irene Jablonka, 
Ros McMillan, John Nelson, Christine Oldham, Barbara Perry, Beverley-Anne Rodan, Peter Ross, 
John Scott, Noel Whiting. 

 
Visitors: 

David Janson, graduate, member elect 

Elizabeth Mitchell, graduate, member elect 
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Apologies Received: 

David Bellair, Ian Rechtman, Laurence Simpson. 

Leave of Absence: 

David Ford, Jenny Stillman. 

4. Confirmation of Minutes 

The minutes of the previous meeting, held on 17 August 2016, were confirmed, as issued and without 
alteration. 

5. Membership 

a) Additions and Withdrawals 

Elizabeth Mitchell was introduced as a new member representing Graduates in Music by Ros 
McMillan. Elizabeth holds the degrees of Bachelor of Music and Master of Music and holds the 
Concert Recital Diploma (Premier Prix) from the Guildhall School of Music and Drama, London. 
She is a Senior Fellow in Music and Senior Lecturer in Piano at the University and a noted 
pianist. Her nomination as a member was moved by Gary Israel, seconded by John Nelson and it 
was accepted unanimously. 

David Janson was introduced by John Scott as a new member representing Graduates in Law. 
David holds the degrees of Bachelor of Economics, Bachelor of Laws, Master of Laws, Master of 
Business Administration and he has a Diploma of Education. He is a Barrister and Solicitor of the 
Supreme Court of Victoria and practised in Commercial and Administrative Law. His nomination 
as a member was moved by John Scott, seconded by Bev Rodan and it was accepted 
unanimously. 

b) Leave of Absence – as previously approved. 

6. Report of the President 

a) Sustainability Submission 

The President outlined the steps leading to the University’s development of a Sustainability Plan 
and Charter and of the Committee’s steps to produce a submission, emailed to all members 
before the meeting. The President indicated that the Committee was thanked by the 
responsible University officer for its interest and for the submission. The President had collated 
members’ responses to produce the submission. 

b) History of the University Project 

The President reported that discussions with Alumni Relations concerning our involvement with 
the University’s history project had come to nothing and that the matter should be removed 
from our actions list. 

c) Citations 

The President circulated copies of newspaper articles concerning gifts to Universities by Chinese 
businesses to have these businesses cited in University research papers. Discussion followed. 
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7. Finance Report 

The Treasurer, John Nelson, advised that the bank account balance of the Committee stood at $181.80, 
an amount of $13 having been disbursed to the President in compensation for postage costs incurred 
on behalf of the Committee. John Harcourt reported that he was expecting an invoice of approximately 
$90 for the maintenance of our web site. 

The Treasurer has requested that any payments to the Committee should be made by bank deposit to 
BSB 633-000 Acct No. 141509497. 

8. Faculties and Schools Reports 

a) Gary Israel referred to his previously circulated written report concerning attendance at the 
opening of the new Arts West Building and there was interest in him seeking to arrange a tour 
for members prior to the October meeting (members to be advised). 

b) Anne Ada reported that she would attend an Agriculture/Veterinary Faculty presentation on 
September 22nd. 

c) Irene Jablonka reported on her attendance at the David Finch lecture on business and 
economics on September 14th. 

d) John Harcourt reported that he would attend the launch of the refurbished Atkinson Dental 
Museum on October 26th. 

e) Ros McMillan advised as to a forthcoming series of concerts entitled Cultural Collisions at the 
Percy Grainger Museum, (see University web page for details). 

f) Lesley Boston reported on the Heritage Society’s recent morning at the Grimwade Centre 
where the work of the Centre was outlined. This work includes preserving works of art and 
work with Aboriginal communities in this regard. The Centre has a unique role in teaching and 
research concerning the restoration and preservation of works of art, documents and musical 
instruments. 

9. Key Matters for Consideration 

a) Actions Update 

The Actions listing was reviewed and updated (see attachment). 

10. Other Business 

a) Website 

John Harcourt reported that there had been 72 “hits” at the website since June. 

b) Speakers and Tours 

Irene Jablonka reported that Professor Katrina McFerran had accepted an invitation to speak at 
the October meeting. She is Professor of Music Therapy at the University. 

11. Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 19 October 2016, commencing at 5.30 pm. 
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12. Close 

The meeting closed at 7.02 pm. 

Attachments: 

Updated Actions listing. 

Papers Circulated: 

E-mailed discussion input; 

Arts Faculty Report 2016-08; 

Submission on Sustainability Sep 2016. 

Future Speakers and Tours: 

The Arts Faculty has readily agreed to conduct a quick tour of Arts West on Oct 19th 2016 from 5.00pm 
to 5.30pm immediately prior to the next meeting. Would members who would like to attend kindly 
note the opportunity and indicate their intention to participate to Gary Israel, by email, please? They 
should assemble outside arts West next to the Baillieu Library no later than 5.05 pm. 

See, also, item 10 (b), above. 

_________________________ 
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COMMITTEE OF CONVOCATION ‐ ACTIONS

Ref. No. Date Description Responsibility Status Ref. No.

85 2015‐09‐16
Identify individual graduates who may be approached to determine their possible interest in 
joining the Committee

All In progress 85

Actions to 2016‐09‐21 (Rev 0).xlsx Page 1 of 1 Printed: 2016‐09‐21



Committee of Convocation 

Minutes of Meeting 
held on Wednesday, 19 October 2016, in the Jim Potter Conference Room, 

Old Physics, University of Melbourne, commencing at 5.30 pm. 
 

1. Welcome 

The President, Ros McMillan, took the chair and opened the meeting at 5.35 pm. She welcomed the 
members present and the guest speaker. 

2. Guest Speaker 

The Guest Speaker was Professor Katrina Skewes McFerran, Professor of Music Therapy, Faculty of VCA 
and the Melbourne Conservatorium of Music. She outlined the scope of this area of study at the 
University of Melbourne in terms of the use of Music for health and healing. The approach to Music 
Therapy varies from country to country but, progressively, the area has moved from a musically 
intuitive approach to the development of professional standards with accepted competencies, skills and 
levels of training. She spoke of the work of a previous Dean of Music, Professor Max Cooke and of 
Professor Denise Grocke who, together, used their energy and foresight to drive the establishment of 
the study at Melbourne, as a degree course at the Bachelor level. It is now a Master’s degree course 
and there are several PhD research students. Melbourne University has the highest research output in 
the World in this field. There is now a Music Therapy Association that provides registration for music 
therapists. 

The discipline uses multidisciplinary medical, psychological and social approaches to working with 
clients. The aims are to improve social skills, to help develop creativity, to relieve pain, to improve 
verbalization and to assist patients to analyse their own problems. 

The President thanked Professor McFerran for her interesting and informative address and 
congratulated her on her work in the field. 

3. Attendance 

Members: 

David Bellair, Cecily Close, John Harcourt, Gary Israel (Minute-taker), Irene Jablonka, Ros McMillan, 
Elizabeth Mitchell, John Nelson, Christine Oldham, Barbara Perry, Ian Rechtman, John Scott. 

Apologies Received: 

Anne Ada, Lesley Boston, David Janson, Beverley-Anne Rodan, Peter Ross, Laurence Simpson, Noel 
Whiting. 

Leave of Absence: 

David Ford, Jenny Stillman. 
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4. Confirmation of Minutes 

The minutes of the previous meeting, held on 21 September 2016, were confirmed, as issued and 
without alteration. Irene Jablonka provided some additional relevant information that is included, 
herein, at 8 (b). 

5. Membership 

a) Additions and Withdrawals 

Nil. 

b) Leave of Absence – as previously approved. 

6. Report of the President 

The President led a general discussion with the members present about future directions for the 
Committee, having previously received some suggestions from members. The following suggested 
approaches were considered. 

a) The Committee might make an effort to inform itself better as to what is happening in Faculties 
and Schools and around the University, generally. It was generally agreed that members, 
themselves, should seek out the information from emails and bulletins provided by the 
University and by taking note of information provided in University emails. It was suggested 
that there be a roster of Faculty/School reports for each meeting in 2017. Another suggestion 
was to approach the faculties/schools directly and seek support from faculty development 
officers. 

b) The Committee might consult with Alumni Relations about helping with University tours for 
alumni, tourists and other visitors. It was pointed out that self-guided Campus Tours already 
exist and are available on the website. 

c) Consideration might be given as to how the Committee could follow up with guest speakers 
with a view to providing support for their work. 

d) The Committee might issue statements about public issues that involve the University. Several 
members spoke in favour of the Committee making public comment. 

7. Finance Report 

The Treasurer, John Nelson, advised that the bank account balance of the Committee stood at $92.10, 
an amount of $89.70 having been disbursed to the John Harcourt to cover web site costs incurred on 
behalf of the Committee. 

The Treasurer moved that there should be a levy of $20 per member to replenish funds. This was 
seconded by Ian Rechtman and the motion was carried. 

The Treasurer asked that payments be made by direct deposit into the account of the Committee and 
that, when doing so, members should indicate their name for purposes of tracking. 

Payments to the Committee should be made by bank deposit to BSB 633-000 Acct No. 141509497. 
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8. Faculties and Schools Reports 

a) a) John Harcourt indicated that he had attended the Dental Advisory Committee meeting, on 
the previous day, and that a written report would follow. 

b) John Harcourt also reported that a plaque would be placed in Professors’ Walk to honour the 
late Professor Atkinson. 

c) Irene Jablonka provided additional information in respect of the David Finch lecture that she 
had attended on September 14th: the lecture was given by Dr Muhammad Chatib Baseri and it 
had been arranged by the Faculty of Business and Economics. The speaker dealt with the 
subject of political reality in Indonesia when carrying out economic reform. Dr Baseri is a former 
Minister of Finance in Indonesia. 

d) Irene Jablonka reported on her attendance at a lecture entitled “Recovery After Stroke” 
presented by Professor Julie Bernhardt from The Florey Institute. Professor Bernhardt dealt 
with improved rehabilitation methods for patients who had suffered strokes. 

9. Key Matters for Consideration 

a) Actions Update 

The Actions listing was reviewed and updated (see attachment). 

In respect of Action 85, the President indicated that several people had been approached about 
joining the Committee. 

10. Other Business 

a) Website 

A question was raised as to whether another web company might provide better value for the 
Committee than the one presently used. John Harcourt indicated that part of the problem was 
that the link from the University website was not particularly prominent and that changing the 
ISP would not solve the problem of very little traffic. 

b) Speakers and Tours 

The President requested advice as to proposed speakers and tours for 2017 so that this and 
other matters might be considered at an Executive Meeting to be held prior to the February 
2017 meeting of the Committee. 
 
John Harcourt suggested that the new Dean of Medicine, Dentistry and Health Sciences should 
be invited to speak at a future meeting. 

c) November dinner - Ian Rechtman is undertaking the planning for our November dinner and he 
indicated that a choice of menus and variable costs will be again provided. Guests are welcome 
and past members will be invited. It is requested that pre-payments be made by direct deposit 
into the account. 

11. Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 16 November 2016, commencing at 5.30 pm. 
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12. Close 

The meeting closed at 7.05 pm. 

Attachments: 

Updated Actions listing. 

Papers Circulated: 

E-mailed discussion input. 

Future Speakers and Tours: 

As the annual dinner is to follow the completion of business at the November meeting there will be no 
guest speaker at that meeting. 

See, also, item 10 (b), above. 

_________________________ 

4  
CofC Minutes 19 October 2016 (Rev 0).docx 



COMMITTEE OF CONVOCATION - ACTIONS

Actions to 2016-10-19 (Rev 0).xlsx Page 1 of 1 Printed: 2016-10-22

Ref. No. Date Description Responsibility Status Ref. No.

85 2015-09-16
Identify individual graduates who may be approached to determine their possible interest in 
joining the Committee

All In progress 85

97 2016-10-19

Consider how each member of the Committee might appropriately approach their faculty 
(faculties) to request regularly e-mailed information that could be passed on to all members of 
the Committee to provide them with an understanding of the fundamental progress and 
achievements of the faculty (faculties)

All In progress 97



Committee of Convocation 

Minutes of Meeting 
held on Wednesday, 16 November 2016, in the Jim Potter Conference Room, 

Old Physics, University of Melbourne, commencing at 5.30 pm. 
 

1. Welcome 

The President, Ros McMillan, took the chair and opened the meeting at 5.35 pm. 

2. Guest Speaker 

As the annual dinner was to follow the completion of business there was no guest speaker at the 
meeting. 

3. Attendance 

Members: 

David Bellair, Lesley Boston, Cecily Close, John Harcourt, Gary Israel, Irene Jablonka, David Janson, 
Ros McMillan, Elizabeth Mitchell, John Nelson, Christine Oldham, Barbara Perry (Minute-taker), 
Ian Rechtman, Peter Ross, John Scott, Laurence Simpson, Noel Whiting. 

Visitor: 

Anne Rusden. 

Apologies Received: 

Anne Ada, Beverley-Anne Rodan. 

Leave of Absence: 

David Ford, Jenny Stillman. 

4. Confirmation of Minutes 

The minutes of the previous meeting, held on 19 October 2016, were confirmed, as issued and without 
alteration. Moved: John Nelson. Seconded: Ian Rechtman. 

5. Membership 

a) Additions and Withdrawals 

Nil. 

b) Leave of Absence – as previously approved. 

6. Report of the President 

a) The President had contacted the Melbourne Graduate School of Education. The staff there were 
interested in receiving names and addresses of the three members of the Committee who 
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represent Education - John Nelson, Christine Oldham and Anne Ada - and will keep them 
informed about activities of the School of  Education. 

b) The same can be done with other Schools of the University. John Harcourt already keeps the 
Committee informed about the activities of the Dental School. 

c) The President undertook to send all members of the Committee information about end-of-year 
events at the VCA, including the Art Exhibition and the Masters Recital Series. 

d) It is hoped that on-campus car parking will again be made available to members of the 
Committee next year. 

7. Finance Report 

The Treasurer, John Nelson, advised that the bank account balance of the Committee stood at 
$2,322.10, an amount that included dinner subscriptions. 

Payments to the Committee should be made by bank deposit to BSB 633-000 Acct No. 141509497. 

8. Faculties and Schools Reports 

a) Irene Jablonka reported on the last lecture in the series to celebrate the 125th Anniversary of 
the Burnley Campus. The theme was “Where people, landscapes and biodiversity collide”. The 
presenters were Assoc Prof Kathryn Williams, Assoc Prof Nick Williams and Dr Chris Williams. 
(None of these Williamses are related.) The event was arranged by the School of Ecosystem and 
Forest Sciences, Faculty of Science. 

b) Laurence Simpson reported that the new Dean of the Medical School was a psychiatrist. He also 
reported that he had recently attended the 62nd Anniversary Graduation Dinner for his group 
of medical graduates. Five were present of the 145 who graduated. 

c) Ros McMillan announced that the School of Art – now part of the VCA but formerly attached to 
the National Gallery of Victoria – will be celebrating its 150th Anniversary next year. 

9. Key Matters for Consideration 

a) Actions Update 

The Actions listing was reviewed and updated (see attachment). 

10. Other Business 

a) Website 

Nothing to report. 

b) Speakers and Tours 

Irene Jablonka is waiting until she is sure we can book the Jim Potter Conference Room again 
next year before she organises any speakers. Members of the Committee can suggest names of 
possible speakers to the President. 

c) If people arriving for a meeting in the Jim Potter Room find that the door is locked they can ring 
Security on 8344 4674. 
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d) End of Year Dinner 

Ian Rechtman advised that he had received apologies from David Ford and Anne Ada. Two 
former members of the Committee of Convocation had accepted invitations to attend the 
dinner. These are Anne Rusden and Peter Lowe. 

The total cost of the dinner will be $1,525 and refreshments will be $300. Ian Rechtman 
commented that he had found University staff very easy to deal with in respect of 
arrangements for the dinner. 

e) Personal Cards 

David Bellair suggested that cards featuring the University logo could be printed for members of 
the Committee, showing the names and contact details of the holders. Discussion followed. It 
was agreed that we would need to spell out clearly the use that could be made of these cards. 
This matter is to be considered further at a future meeting of the Committee. 

f) Identification cards 

It was suggested by Irene Jablonka that members of the Committee could have large printed 
cards in front of them at meetings. These cards would show the names and Faculties of 
members for ease of identification by visiting speakers. Discussion followed and the consensus 
was that such cards are not necessary as the President makes known the names of members 
who ask questions of guest speakers. 

g) Results of Alumni Council Election 

It appeared that the results of this election had yet to be published. 

h) Meeting of the Executive 

The President advised that a meeting of the Executive would be held immediately prior to the 
February meeting of the Committee. An important purpose would be to provide input for the 
planning the program of speakers and tours for 2017. 

11. Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 15 February 2017, commencing at 5.30 pm. 

12. Close 

The meeting closed at 6.15 pm. 

Attachments: 

Updated Actions listing. 

Papers Circulated: 

E-mailed discussion input. 

Future Speakers and Tours: 

See, also, item 10 (b), above. 
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COMMITTEE OF CONVOCATION - ACTIONS

Actions to 2016-11-16 (Rev 0).xlsx Page 1 of 1 Printed: 2016-11-16

Ref. No. Date Description Responsibility Status Ref. No.

85 2015-09-16
Identify individual graduates who may be approached to determine their possible interest in 
joining the Committee

All In progress 85

97 2016-10-19

Consider how each member of the Committee might appropriately approach their faculty 
(faculties) to request regularly e-mailed information that could be passed on to all members of 
the Committee to provide them with an understanding of the fundamental progress and 
achievements of the faculty (faculties)

All In progress 97

98 2016-11-16
Investigate the possibility and the desirability of arranging for members of the Committee to 
have C of C visiting cards

D Belair In progress 98
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